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datrede Frr.om Gregory T. Hicksé

Please allow me this opportunity to extend my gratitude to all of y
helped make the 2014 Hamilton County Events Day a success
Farm Safety cooperation and support hel ps ma
fortunate to have such commitment to our youth and adult programs.
out page 11 for Swine Show results.

4H We have a limited supply of the 2015 UF/IFAS Extension Calendars
Family and Consumer on a ofirst come first serveo6 b
Sciences by and pick one up.

d31L131SMAN

Agronomy

Notes From Heather M. Janneyé

With welcoming a new year soon, we have tons of things to share fr
and much to announce for20lh eck out page 12

IS
) 3 1 3 | Fair Events Day Dog Show and page 13 for the results from the 2014
RaSONS up B[mus BakeOft,

As the new year is coming, many
January we will be having a Food For Thought Luncheon open to anyo
From All of Us county that is interested in health and improving their own wellbeing.

at To help with your overall wellness, | have included a few articles this q
UF/IFAS Extension food safety for both youth and adults (especially for all of the holiday
you'll be doing soon), saving moneygattng healthierSee inside for thesd
Hamilton County articles and | hope you all make a resolution to better your wellhei
2015...and when you do, see our wesitglton.ifas.ufl.edand our quarter
newsletter for some information to help you stick to that resolution for 4
2015 and beyond!

Notes From Keith W Wy nné

This year we conducted-famm trials in peanuts and cotton. The peanut
compared new varieties and Fungicide spray schedules from different
companies. The peanut trial was made possible through the assistanc
Adams along with Dr. Barry Tillman and Dr. Nicholas Dufault (UF
Extension Specialists). The cotton trials compared fifteen new varieti@
nitrogen fertilizer rates. The cotton trial was made possible with the|hf
Scott Wynn and Dr. David Wright (UF/IFAS Extension Specialist). The|rds
of the trials are posted inside this newsletter. | would like to thank Mike
and Scott Wynn for assisting in théam trials this year.
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Holiday Visitors to the Farm or Acreage

"Over the hills and through the woods, to grand- Develop for yourself a basic farmstead safety
mot her s farm we go. .. " checklstnimnmediately lyor'll thirk of imachihen
Jon, Garfield, and Odie often go to visit the family onladders, etc., but also include anifdaist just
the farm for the holidays. large ones, but also family pets. And how abo
the wildlife who may be lurking in the barn or

_ _ _ machine shed? Remembg¢g
Over the holidays one may have family and friends 5.a cute but mom can be pretty protective.

visiting your farm or acreage who are not familiar with

the hazards that may be present in a rural setting or

where agricultural operations are conducted. Now mgagurce: Safety News and Notes,
be a good time to do a waltound with family mem-  UF/IFAS, Vol 9, No. 8,

bers to point out situations that you are all too familiat°vemPper 2008

with, but someone new may not realize are hazards. , _
Submitted by: Gregory T. Hicks




Tractor Safety Reminders

Agriculture is one of the nationds most deadl: 5t
tractorrelated deaths each year. Fifty percent of these deaths are attributed to rollovers. Other types of tra !
deaths result from falls, crushes and PTO entanglement. Although tractor safety features improve with ea new

model , tractors are stildl involved in many acci@ent
all are aware of but sometimes need to be reminded.

1. Know your tractor, its implements and how they 6. Keep your hitches low and always on the

work. New equipment owners and new employees shoulitawbar. Always hitch to the drawbar; anything

read the manufacturer ds i highdriike the dxle or seat brackes tan causéthas i g r

experienced empl oyee t o t wmaktertodacksmnwerequigkly ang mossiblyflipoyere r
wingd and orient them on batkivardsf acets of safe opgkrat
all the daily maintenance checks. This is good insurance and

good farm management practice. Proper maintenance will “

give equipment extended life as well as safer to operate.”- Never get off a _
moving tractor or leave it

with its engine running.
2. Use ROPS (Roll Over Protective Structures) and Shut it down before leavine
seat belt. If your tractor has a foldable ROPS, fold it the seat. A runaway tractor,
down only when absolutely necessary and fold it up and the risk of fire or inattention can far outweigh the
lock it again as soon as possible. Do not wear the seat bblnefit and be extremely dangerous. If children afe
when the ROPS is folded. Most tractor fatalities are causedund, It is a good practice to remove the keys agd
by overturns. take them with you when you leave the tractor.

3. Be familiar with your terrain and work areawalk 8. Never refuel while the engine is running or

the area first to be sure and drive safely5teep slopes hot. Additionally, do not add coolant to the radiato
compromise the stability of the tractor. If it is necessary tavhile the engine is hot; hot coolant can erupt and
operate on slopes, keep the spacing as wide as possibleszat.

work with the attachments on the uphill side of the tractor.

Operate at slow and manageable rates of speed with the _
tractor in low gear for added help. 9. Keep all children off and away from your
tractor and its implements at all times.Children

are generally attracted to tractors and the work the
Avoid operating a tractor within six feet of holes, ditches do. However, a tractor's work is not child's play.
and embankments. Anything closer may be soft and causeemember, a child's disappointment is fleeting, while
cavein. When you are turning onto or off a road or at rowour memory of his or her injury or death resulting
ends, slow down and avoid high speeds. Tractors, unlikefrom riding the tractor with you, or being too close
trucks or cars, will turn over at high speeds. will last a lifetime.

4. Never start an engine in a closed shed or garage.  10. Never be in a hurry or take chances about
Exhaust fumes contain carbon monoxide, which is anything you do with your tractor. Tractors
colorless, odorlesand deadly. Always opendoorswhendondt get tired, but er e
you start a tractor inside. Closed spaces fill up with carbapenings for errors and inattentiveness. Operatindla
monoxide gas very quickly. Always maintain adequate tractor in the field can get fatiguing and sometimes
ventilation. monotonous. When this happens, forget the time.

Get down off the tractor, stretch or walk a little to

0l oosen up. o6 Think sajety
5. Always keep your PTO properly shielded. and do it right.
Make it a habit to walk around your tractor and PTO
driven implementnever step over, through or between  Sources: Safety News and Notes, UF/IFAS, Vol 9, No.|B,
the tractor and implement, particularly if either is runningNovember 20D&1 Gord@rRisk Management/Loss Contrg
A PTO running at 1,000 rpm will pull clothing at a rate of Manager, MAFES/Mississippi State Urii&rsity
8 feet per second. You cannot react that fast and the PT@gjted by: Gregory T. Hicks
cannot be stopped.
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HAMILTON COUNTY 4  -H FACT SHEET

A FEW HIGHLIGHTS FOR FISCAL YEAR 2013 -2014
(September 1, 2013- August 31, 2014)

Protected Under
18 U.S.C. 707

One hundred eighty-two (182) youth were taught about the poultry component of agriculture, science and the
formation of life through the Embryology program/project at North, South, Central Hamilton Elementary
Schools and Corinth Christian Academy.

Obtained $500.00 grant from PCS Phosphate to help defray expenses for twenty-nine (29) youth attending
Summer 4-H Camp from Hamilton County.

Obtained $1,835.00 from local businesses and community sponsors to help defray summer class expenses.
Contributors were Walmart, First Federal, Myras, and Hamilton County Elected Officials.

Sixty (60) youth participated in the Swine Project area by selecting, caring for, record keeping, showing and
selling their animals in area shows.

3 Youth participated at the Suwannee County Fair, the Hamilton County Events Day and the
North Florida Livestock Show & Sale.
3 Sixty-four (64) youth participated in our Youth Livestock Ethics Workshop.

Raised$1,660.00 for the Hamilton 4 -H Program through our 4-H Swine Project held at the Hamilton
County Events Day. Raised$126.00 for clubs through our 4 -H food booth. Also raised $35.00 in funds  for
clubs and to fund awards through our 3rd Annual Hamilton County 4 -H Dog Show.

Ninety -five (95) youth were taught to understand the basics of the role animals play in our lives and how to be
responsible caretakers through the 4-H Animal Scienced Al | About 5SA8yeancédicigrizulum in the
2nd grade classes at North and South Hamilton Elementary Schools.

Seventy-one (71) youth were taught to understand the environmental and stewardship issues associated with
soil, air and water conservation and quality throughthe4-HE ar t h  Co n n €«€l1 yiear oldscarriculum in
the 6th grade classes at North and South Hamilton Elementary Schools.

Ninety -five (95) youth were taught to understand environmental and stewardship issues associated with soil, air
and water conservation and quality inthe4-HA Ear t h  Co n n B&yedr addcardculum in the 2nd grade
at North and South Hamilton Elementary Schools

Seventy-three (73) youth were taught to understand the basic role that animals play in our lives and how to be
responsible caretakers through the 4-H Animal ScienceA The Wor | d o f9-1A yearmld dusiculum in
the 6th grade at South Hamilton and at Central Hamilton Elementary Schools.

Seventy-three (73) youth were taught to understand the role plants play in our lives and how to grow and care
for them through the 4 -H environmental education i Pl ant Co n n%®ld yearomld sudiculum in the 6th
grade at South Hamilton and Central Hamilton Elementary Schools.

Worked with county forester to conduct Florida Arbor Day |, planted 6 trees with one hundred eighty-two
(182) youth.

Coordinated and conducted our Fourteenth Annual Hamilton County A Yo ut h A gvhidd &y component
of the Florida Ag in the Classroom program for 4th grade youth at NHE, SHE, CHE and CCA one hundred
thirty -three (133) youth participated. Youth were taught about agricultural production and its importance to the
local economy by rotating through eleven learning stations. Each station had a knowledgeable volunteer present
a brief discussion of a farm production system. The 2013 program included: beef, dairy and pork production,
peanut production, vegetable production, forestry/timber production, corn production, antique tools,
phosphate/fertilize production, bee keeping, mules, rabbits, goats and Farm Bureau Presentation.

Held Tropicana Public Speaking Program in grades 4, 5, and 6 with 362 participants. Two attended
District IV Events , competing at the district level.

(Continued on Page 9)




(Continued from page 8)

1 7th Annual Father Daughter Dance was held at Jasper Civic Center with one hundred ninety-one (191)
attendees. $1,165.00 was profited and $500.00 of t hi s donated to American

Received$600.00 from PotashCorp White Springs to pay for the meal and other expenses for Youth Ag Day.

Two (2) 4-H Community Clubs  were sustained in the county (30 Corinth 4 -H Warriors members/3
leaders; 9 4-H F.I.S.H . members/2 leaders.

Seven (7)Summer Classes/Day Camps  were offered to all youth in the county including: Art Attack,
Canoeing |, Canoeing Il, Sleepless Slumber Party, Tour the Shoals, Hamburger Day Camp, and College & Career
Exploration. Summer Classes/Day Camps reached fifty-three (53) youth.

Held 7th Annual Holiday Bake -off with 27 entries. Opened event to adults as well. Four (4) Judges
volunteered to judge entries that participants had prepared in the Holiday spirit. Youth and adults were invited
to return that evening for an awards assembly and taste testing of the entries.

Central and North Hamilton Elementary Kindergarteners and 1st graders attended the Fall Harvest Experience
at Suwannee Valley Research and Education Center. A total of eight hundred eightytwo (882) youth and three
hundred nine (309) adults attended.

Compiled by: Gregory T. Hicks and Heather M. Futch

e e
&5 e ”ua"##nﬂﬁ aua"ﬂ#n

SUWANNEE VALLY YOUTH LIVESTOCK
SHOW & SALE

Schedule of Events

DATE TIME INFORMATION
Saturday, December 13, 2014 8-9 AM Preliminary Steer Weigh(All trailers must be in line by 9 AM)

Saturdaypecember 13, 2014 9:30- 11 AM  Swine Ownership/Mandatory Tagging (All trailers must be in line by 11 AM)

Monday, March 16, 2015 5PM Record Books due

Monday, March 23, 2015 8-10 AM Swine Weigin (All trailers must be in line by 10 AM)
6 PM Swine Showmanship Competition

Tuesday, March 24, 2015 8-10 AM Steer Weighn (All trailers must be in line by 10 AM)
6 PM Swine Show

Wednesday, March 25, 2015 6 PM Steer Show

Thursday, March 26, 2015 8:30 AM Awards
9 AM Sale
2:30 PM Buyer 6s Dinner

For more information contact:UF/IFAS Extension Suwannee County-3882771
UF/IFAS Extension Hamilton County 38821276 & :
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Source: Gregory T. Hicks
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4-H Embryology Program

Approximately one hundred sixteen (116) third graders at North and South H
Elementary Schools have learned about the formation of life througtchaick

embryology school enrichment program, taught by Greg Hidk&gricultural

Agent. Eggs were set on October 8th and began hatching on October 28t
program compliments the 3rd grade science curriculum.

A big thanks goes to the following for allowing me to present this program:

Mrs. Fort and Mrs. Lowe, South Hamilton Elementary Third Grade Teachers
" Mr s . Mc Coy, Mrs. Mathis, Mrs. Register, Mrs. Tolle jnd
" Mr s . Lee Zamor a, North, South, and Central Hamil t onf EI e

Source: Gregory T. Hicks

Hamilton County Fair
Events Day Highlights
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