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bƻǘŜǎ CǊƻƳ DǊŜƎƻǊȅ ¢Φ IƛŎƪǎΧ 

Itôs that time of year again!  The Hamilton County 

Fair Events Day will be held on Thursday, October 

4, at the Hamilton County Arena.  This day of fun 

includes the Swine Show and Sale, Horse, Show, 

4-H Dog Show and Pig Scramble.  Donôt forget 

about the annual BBQ Supper.  The meal is $6.00 

per plate (sliced boston butt, baked beans, cole 

slaw, bread and tea).  So mark your calendars and 

come out to help support the youth.  See schedule of events on page 9. 
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bƻǘŜǎ CǊƻƳ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ aΦ CǳǘŎƘΧ 

Summer has surely flown by!  Check page 12 to see if your picture got 

posted in the summer highlights section of our newsletter.  Clubs will be 

starting to meet in September.  I look forward to getting back into the 

ñSwing of Thingsò this fall with our 4-H club members.  Be sure to stay 

tuned in for the activities that we have coming up soon!  If you are inter-

ested in volunteering with a club or becoming a 4-H member please con-

tact our office at 386-792-1276. 

Hamilton County  
Extension Newsletter 

bƻǘŜǎ CǊƻƳ YŜƛǘƘ ²Φ ²ȅƴƴΧ 

I would like to thank each of you that were able to attend our Hamilton 

County Peanut & Fungicide Trial Meeting on August 21st.  In 2013 at our 

upcoming production meetings we will plan on offering at least one core 

credit for those of you who hold a restricted use pesticide license at each 

meeting.  The training for the core credit will take place one hour before 

the actual production meeting begins.  This should benefit those of you 

who have enough private CEUs to recertify but have not had the oppor-

tunity to receive enough Core CEU credits. 

(% 2ɯ$73$-2(.- 
 

SEE DETAILS INSIDE! 

this Fall at the 

Hamilton County 

Extension Office 

Get back into the 

ñSwing of Thingsò 
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The  

Sunbelt  

AG EXPO 

(October 16 - 18, 2012) 
The Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition is at Spence Field.  The Expoôs 

unique site has a 100-acre exhibit area adjoining a 600-acre working 

research farm.  It is located 4 miles south-east of US Hwy 319 

(Veteranôs Parkway) on Hwy 133 near Moultrie, Georgia.  The Expo 

is easily accessible from major highways and interstates.  The Show 

hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Tuesday & Wednesday) and 8:30 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Thursday).  Regular admission is $10.00 per per-

son per day.  Children 12 & under admitted free with an adult.  Mul-

ti-day pass is $20.00.  No pets, golf carts, ATVôs.  Wheelchairs and 

Handicap Scooters Permitted.  Over 1,000 Exhibits and on-site 

equipment demonstrations will be at this years show. 
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{ǳƴōŜƭǘ !Ǝ 9ȄǇƻ  

нфл-D IŀǊǇŜǊ .ƭǾŘΦ 

aƻǳƭǘǊƛŜΣ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ омтуу-нмрт 

tƘΥ  όннфύ фур-мфсу 

CŀȄΥ όннфύ уфл-урму 

CŀǊƳ ǎƘƻǇΥ  όннфύ уфм-олом 

9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƛƴŦƻϪǎǳƴōŜƭǘŜȄǇƻΦŎƻƳ 

²ŜōΥ   ǿǿǿΦǎǳƴōŜƭǘŜȄǇƻΦŎƻƳ  

By:  Gregory T. Hicks 



3 

 

Dark Cutters 

 The term óDark Cuttingô is used for meat that does not 

bloom or brighten when it is cut and exposed to air.  Beef 

customers prefer beef cuts to be a bright pinkish color at 

retail; they avoid dark-colored meat. 

 Dark cutting beef (DCB) is largely linked with pre-

harvest stress and the excess mobilization of muscle glyco-

gen  - energy store -  in the live animal prior to slaughter.  

This utilization of glycogen in a live animal pre-slaughter if 

excessive reduces the amount of available glycogen post-

slaughter which will be converted to lactic acid and an asso-

ciated reduction in muscle ph.  The conversion of glycolysis 

and occurs in the muscle tissue. 

 Post-mortem production of lactic acid causes the meat pH 

to decline from the neutral value of 7.2 found in the live 

animal.  The amount of pH fall is again determined by the 

quality of glycogen available in the muscle for conversion 

to lactic acid.  Pre-harvest stress decreases the amount of 

glycogen present in the muscle, thus reducing the amount of 

lactic acid that will be formed post mortem. 

 Desirable eating table beef has an ultimate pH in the 

range of 5.3 to 5.7.  If the quantity of glycogen in muscle 

tissue is low then the amount of lactic acid produced is re-

duced and the pH remains above 5.8, then dark cutting beef 

is a more likely outcome. 

 Dark cutting beef tends to have a seasonal pattern.  The 

seasonal highs are generally about the last two weeks in 

August through the first week of December.  The average 

annual rate is approximately 5 percent of cattle slaughtered.  

Consumers tend to associate the off color of DCB with ad-

vanced animal age or lack of freshness.  Therefore, they do 

not want to pay top dollar for DCB.  The most common 

endpoint uses for DCB is dilution into ground beef, pro-

cessed meat items, or it may appear in lower-priced fast 

food steak houses.  There is also some interest in adding 

value to DCB with pre-cooked items. 

 In addition to the unacceptable appearance, dark cutting 

beef has the following characteristics: 

¶ a high water holding capacity due to less acidity 

¶ dark cutting beef is often juicier than normal beef after 

cooking 

¶ reduced shelf life - bacteria grow more rapidly due to 

the higher pH and moisture 

¶ A sticky texture 

¶ High pH of 6.0 or greater 

¶ Meat color is dark red to black 

¶ A full blown dark cutter is discounted one quality grade 

in industry 

 

 

 

Contributors to dark cutting beef: 

¶ low energy intake by livestock  

¶ Poor livestock handling 

¶ Mixing groups of animals 

¶ Server weather conditions during transport 

¶ Growth promotants (maybe) 

¶ Animal disposition 

¶ Bullers 

¶ Nutritional stress (lack of feed or water) 

¶ Cattle type (animals with a higher occurrence of white 

muscle fibers) 

¶ Exotic or Continental European breeds have a slighter 

higher percentage of their muscle fibers in these white 

muscle fibers in these white muscle fibers. 

 Weather conditions have a significant impact on dark 

cutting beef.  Prior research has show that during very cold 

weather combined with precipitation, the incidence of dark 

cutters increases.  Also, the incidence of dark cutting beef is 

high in very warm weather or when large fluctuations in 

temperature occur over short periods of time. 

 Select types of growth promotants have been shown to 

increase of dark cutters.  In steers which were implanted 

with a combination of an estrogen and an androgen, the 

incidence of dark cutters increased.  In heifers when im-

planted with estrogen implants, the incidence appears to 

increase.  It has been reported that control of antemortem 

stress through proper management would be the most effec-

tive method of reducing the incidence of dark cutting beef.  

Proper and careful animal handling is important. 

 Dark cutting beef is 

a problem for our in-

dustry.  Consumers 

are less accepting of 

the meat produced 

from these animals.  

Meat from dark cut-

ting animals is often 

discounted.  There are 

management consider-

ations that a cow-calf producer can incorporate into their 

management scheme which may help to decrease the inci-

dence of dark cutters.  However, the incidence of dark cut-

ters is influence to a greater extent at the feedyard and pack-

ing plant.  Managers at these locations should monitor the 

incidence of dark cutters and make appropriate management 

changes as indicated. 

 

Source:  Max Irsik, DVM, MAB, Extension Veterinarian,  

University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine, 

Gulf Coast Cattlemen Magazine, August 2012 Issue 

 

Submitted by:  Gregory T. Hicks 

 



4 

 

Disease response chart for peanut fungicides.  Ratings are based on the relative perfor-
mance of the products in small plot and on -farm trials using labeled recommended 
rates.  
Fungicide(s) Stem 

Rot 1 

Rhizoctonia 2 CBR Late Leaf Spot 4 Early Leaf Spot 5 Rust 6 

(Black Rot) 3 

Abound G E * F F F 

Artisan E F * * * * 

Bravo, Echo, 

Equus, etc. 

* * * F F F 

Convoy E F * * * * 

Eminent-Echo * * * F F F 

Elast * * * F F ? 

Evito G ? * F F ? 

Fontelis F ? G F F F 

Folicur, Mon-

soon, etc. 

F F G G F E 

Headline * ? * E E E 

Proline F F E G G G 

Provost F F F F F F 

Quash G ? * F F F 

Stratego * * * F F ? 

Sulfur compounds 

Tilt-Bravo * * * F F F 

(or generics) 

Topsin 4.5FL * ? * F F F 

Rating definitions:  ? = unknown, * = not recommended, G = Good, F = Fair, E = Excellent. 

o Consult the label for more specific information about each productôs application and use. 

o Disease management should be part of an integrated program with crop rotation, debris removal and resistant varieties. 

  

1. Stem rot, also known as White Mold, is caused by the soil-borne fungal pathogen Sclerotium rolfsii. 

2. Rhizoctonia is caused primarily by the fungal pathogen Rhizoctonia solani. 

3. Cylindrocladium black rot is caused by the soil-borne fungal pathogen Cylindrocladium parasiticum. 

4. Late leaf spot is caused by the aerial fungal pathogen Cercosporidium personatum. 

5. Early leaf spot is caused by the aerial fungal pathogen Cercospora arachidicola. 

6. Rust is caused by the aerial fungal pathogen Puccinia arachidis. 

2012 PEANUT FUNGICIDE SUPPORT TABLE 

The table above lists the fungicides used to control peanut disease.   This information 

might be a little late for this growing season but it might be useful when planning for 

next yearôs peanut spray program. 

 

Source:  Nicholas S. Dufault, Extension Plant Pathologist, University of Florida 

Submitted by:  Keith W. Wynn 



5 

 

Source: Blount, A., & Wilson, T. (2013). Bermudagrass stem maggot ï A new pest in North Florida. North Florida Research and   

    Education Center Newsletter, 14 (1) Retrieved from http://nfrec.ifas.ufl.edu/newsletters/Newsletter_%2001_17_12.pdf. 

Edited by:  Keith W. Wynn   

Bermudagrass Stem Maggot ï         

A New Pest in North Florida 
Hay producers may be facing a new concern for their ber-

mudagrass fields this coming season. Producers need to 

more closely examine any bermudagrass pastures or hay-

fields for a new exotic insect pest, the Bermudagrass Stem 

Maggot.  Counties in South Georgia reported the stem 

maggot in July, 2010 and have experienced a resurgence of 

the fly causing dieback on bermudagrass hay fields this 

year. We have been monitoring the insect pest moving into 

Florida since last year; however it was not confirmed in 

pastures until this fall when maggots were found feeding 

on bermudagrass in suspect hay fields in north Florida. 

This new exotic invasive fly, Atherigona reversura, was 

first discovered damaging bermudagrass pasture and hay 

fields in Georgia. The identification of the fly was the first 

record of this species in North America and it has the po-

tential to become a serious pest of bermudagrass forage and 

turf.  Four North Florida counties, including Madison, Ala-

chua, Gadsden and Bradford, have fields of bermudagrass 

that have the stem maggot infesting tops of the plants. Sus-

pect fields have also been identified in central and south 

Florida. Insect specimens collected so far have been con-

firmed to genus (Atherigona spp.) by the Florida Division 

of Plant Industry and adult flies have been submitted to 

specialists to verify species (A. reversura). 

Symptoms of the bermudagrass stem maggot include the 

death of top leaves to the node or growing point (Figs. a 

and b). These leaves easily can be pulled out and often 

feeding by the stem maggot can be seen with the naked 

eye. The maggot is shown in Fig. c. Control for this pest 

currently is a short-term pyrethroid application or immedi-

ate hay cutting.  Should you suspect the stem maggot is 

present in a bermudagrass pasture or hay field, please con-

tact your local county extension agent, so that we can con-

firm counties with bermudagrass fields that may be affect-

ed. 

The reality of the permanent presence of this insect pest to 

bermudagrass may cause us to increase pyrethroid applica-

tions to hay fields or cut and harvest bermudagrass when 

fly populations are high. Because this is a new pest to the 

U.S., we have no threshold tolerance levels established or 

legal known insecticides that would supply longer-term 

protection from damaging maggots. The University of 

Georgiaôs entomologist, Will Hudson, USDA-ARS bermu-

dagrass breeder, Bill Anderson, and forage extension spe-

cialist, Dennis Hancock will be working with several Flori-

da agents and UF-IFAS specialists to test registered insecti-

cides that might provide long-term protection from fly in-

festations. Unfortunately all bermudagrass varieties tested 

so far have been susceptible to maggot feeding.  Again, 

short-term control includes grazing affected fields, timely 

hay harvest or pyrethroid applications.  
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Blackberry Control 

One common weed problem throughout North Florida is blackberry.  In our area 

most people refer to them as briers and can find them in fence rows or thickets 

throughout pastures.  Some producers have tried controlling blackberry with little 

success.  This is due to the blackberries capability to regenerate after mowing, burn-

ing, or treating with some herbicides from the crown of the plant or from the plants 

rhizomes.  The best time to apply herbicides to control blackberry is in the spring 

when the plants are blooming or in the fall prior to the first frost.  This is the time 

when foliar herbicides will coincide with the plant sugars and will move to the root system.  Producers who ap-

ply herbicides to the plants during mid-summer months generally kill the top growth with very little of the chem-

ical being transported to the root system.  Another issue which could alter the herbicides effectiveness is whether 

or not the blackberry is drought stressed.   Herbicides will have little effect on blackberry in dry conditions.  This 

would be a good year to treat with herbicides if we continue to receive afternoon rain showers.   Mowing black-

berry can also be an issue with herbicide effectiveness.  Once blackberry has been mowed it is recommended to 

wait six months or until the next growing season before applying herbicide.  In order for the herbicide to have 

sufficient time to act it is also best to wait at least six weeks after the application before mowing.  In the EDIS 

Publication Blackberry and Dewberry: Biology and Control, Ferrell and Sellers state that the most effective herb-

icides to control blackberry are metsulfuron, triclopyr ester (Remedy, Ultra, others), Pasture Guard, and Telar.   

PastureGard (triclopyr + fluroxypyr) and triclopyr ester (Remedy Ultra, others) can safely be applied to bermu-

dagrass and bahiagrass.  Triclopyr ester at 2 pints per acre or Pasturegard at 4 pints per acre applied when bloom-

ing is effective, but retreatment the following year may be required to achieve 100% control.   Pasturegard and 

triclopyr ester can be effective when applied in the Spring or Fall.  However, research has shown that Fall appli-

cations are generally more effective than when applied in the Spring.  Research has also shown that metsulfuron 

products are the most consistent herbicides for control of blackberry.  Applications made in Spring or Fall have 

proven to be equally effective.  However, activity is slow and may take 2 or 3 months to show significant con-

trol.   Telar (chlorsulfuron) is closely related to metsulfuron, but can safely be applied to bermudagrass and ba-

hiagrass.  Telar at 1.0 oz/A is effective on blackberry, but will not likely control other common pasture weeds. 

 

Source:  Ferrell, J. A., & Sellers, B. A. (2010). Blackberry and Dewberry: Biology and Control. (EDIS Publication SS- AGR-240). 

    Retrieved from http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/ag238 

 

Submitted:  Keith W. Wynn 
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Snakes In Your Backyard 
 

Now is a good time for a reminder to all of us 
about knowing safe snakes from dangerous 
ones.  Check out this website for a wealth of 
information (includes photos) on snake species 
found in Florida.  

 

 
 

  www.flmnh.ufl.edu/herpetology/FL-GUIDE/onlineguide.htm  

                       or 

          On-line Guide to Snakes of Florida. 

 

 

 

 

 

Note also that snakes may move with 
changing habitat.  For example, where 
land is being cleared and new develop-
ment is occurring, people in surrounding 
neighborhoods should be aware that these 
changes may occur.   
 

 

 

Source:  Safety News & Notes, UF/IFAS, June 2008 

 

Edited by:  Gregory T. Hicks 

Diamondback Rattlesnake 

Scarlet Kingsnake 

Cottonmouth/Water Moccasin 

Eastern Coral Snake 
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wŜŎƻǊŘ .ƻƻƪǎ 5ǳŜ -  ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мф ς пΥлл ta 
tƛƎ {ŎǊŀƳōƭŜ CƻǊƳǎ  -  ¢ǳǊƴ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ōƻƻƪΦ 
wŜŎŜƛǾŜ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎ  -  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ п -- уΥлл !a - млΥлл !a hb[¸ ό¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ŘƛǎƛƴŦŜŎǘŜŘύ 

{ǿƛƴŜ {Ƙƻǿ   -  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ п -- мΥлл ta 
{ǿƛƴŜ {ŀƭŜ   -  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ п -- тΥлл ta 
tƛƎ {ŎǊŀƳōƭŜ -  ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ п -- ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ фΥлл ta  
   ό{ǘŀǊǝƴƎ ŀǎ ǎƻƻƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǿƛƴŜ ǎŀƭŜ ƛǎ ƻǾŜǊύ 

 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ IŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ hŶŎŜ ŀǘ оус-тфн-мнтсΦ 

 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ  DǊŜƎƻǊȅ ¢Φ IƛŎƪǎ 

I!aL[¢hb /h¦b¢¸ [L±9{¢h/Y {Ih² ϧ {![9 

WŀǎǇŜǊ 

hŎǘƻōŜǊ пΣ нлмн 

{¦²!bb99 /h¦b¢¸ 

C!Lw 

[ƛǾŜ hŀƪ 

aŀǊŎƘ нф - !ǇǊƛƭ сΣ нлмо 

 

bhw¢I C[hwL5! [L±9{¢h/Y  

{Ih² ϧ {![9 

aŀŘƛǎƻƴ 

CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ му - нмΣ нлмо 

Steer ownership, weigh-in and  mandatory tagging will 
be held on December 8th (8:00AMñNOON) at the 
Suwannee County Fairgrounds. 

Swine  ownership and  mandatory tagging is Tentatively 
set for January 5th (8:00AM-NOON) at the Suwannee 
County Fairgrounds. 
 

For more information contact the following: 

¶ Suwannee County Extension Office at  

   386-362-2771.  

¶ Hamilton County Extension Office at  

   386-792-1276.   

               

             Source:  Gregory T. Hicks 

Steer, feeder calf, heifer and swine ownership, mandatory 
weigh-in and tagging deadline will be determined in the 
near future. 

 

For more details contact the following: 

¶ Madison County Extension Office  

  850-973-4138 or visit their website at 

  Madison.ifas.ufl.edu 

  

Source:  Gregory T. Hicks 



9 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS  
 

    TIME        EVENT  

 

 8:00 -10:00 AM     Swine Exhibits Check -In  

 1:00 PM       Swine Show  

 4:00 PM            Horse Show  

 5:00 PM            BBQ Supper ($6.00/plate)  

 5:30 -6:30 PM         4-H Dog Show  

 7:00 PM            Swine Sale  

 9:00 PM            Pig Scramble  

For more information call 386 -792 -1276 . 

Thursday, October 4th, 

at the 

Hamilton County Arena 

in Jasper, FL 

Source:  Tracy D. Deas 

Enter All Categories with an Entry fee: 

Å Best Trick 

Å Best Costume 

Å Most Adorable 

Å Oldest 

Å Youngest 

Registration Begins at 4:30PM. 

Show Begins at 5:30PM. 

Please email Heather Futch 

hfutch@ufl.edu for more information. 

Thursday October 4, 2012  

at the Hamilton County Arena  

5:30PM- 6:30PM.   

Open to ALL Youth ages 8-18.   

Membership in 4-H is  

NOT required. 

Try your hand at entering a poster in the Celebrate the 

150th Anniversary of the Morrill Act Poster Contest.  

Entries are due Thursday, September 27th by 4:00 PM at 

the Hamilton County Extension Office.  These posters 

will be on display at the Hamilton County Fair Events 

Day.  For official rules, contact Heather at 386-792-1276 

or via email at hfutch@ufl.edu. 

Source:  Heather M. Futch 
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The Marine/Aquatic Photography contest provides 4-H youth with opportunities to practice 

and be recognized for their photographic skills. It also provides additional opportunities for 

youth to learn about the marine/aquatic environments through an art form. The contest is 

open to all youth ages 5-18.  4-H Cloverbuds (Ages 5-7) are welcome to submit photos.  

Although the Cloverbuds will not be judged, each entry will receive a participation ribbon.  

Deadline for entries to the Hamilton County Extension Office is Thursday, October 11th at 4:00 PM. 
 

The Marine/Aquatic Photo Contest is held in conjunction with the 4-H State Marine Ecology Event. Selected and/or winning 

photos may be used in future 4-H and/or Sea Grant publications such as curriculum, project books, fact sheets, brochures, web 

sites, etc. Credit to the 4-H member will be given if his/her photo is selected and permission to use their photo in a publication 

has been granted. For this reason we would like to keep the categories simple and ask that photos remain "untouched" or unal-

tered as much as possible. Instead, the photos will be judged on composition, exposure/lighting, and sharpness or clarity. Plus, 

the photos need to tell us something about what we are looking at, grab our attention 

and/or be aesthetically pleasing to view.  For further information please contact the 

Hamilton County Extension Office at 386-792-1276. 

2012 4 - H Marine & Aquatic  

Photography Contest  

Source:  Florida 4-H 

Edited by:  Heather M. Futch 

 
From the RoombaÉ that dances around your kitchen floor, to the sophisticated robotic arms on 

the International Space Station, robots play a critical role in how we complete tasks. As part of 

the 2012 National Science Experiment, 4-H Eco-Bot Challenge, youth will assemble their own 

Eco-Bots and control surfaces in order to manage an environmental clean-up.   
 

On the surface, it may appear that robots have little in common with the environment. However, 

robots significantly contribute to the environment in a number of positive ways. They can clean 

asbestos from pipes, safely strip paint from ships, easily navigate through smoke and high tem-

peratures, and, as we will in explore in this experiment, cleanup after a toxic spill or nuclear dis-

aster. A toxic spill is an unintended release of toxins into the environment that is capable of caus-

ing death or serious harm to humans, animals and/or plants. Toxic spills and accidents range 

from big to small and can occur anywhere chemicals are found. Toxic spills are really bad news ð both for humans and the 

environment. They can devastate wildlife and damage precious water sources. They can have lasting, negative effects on the 

air, water and soil ð as well as the humans and animals that inhabit the area. Some toxic spills are immediately dangerous to 

wildlife and humans, causing burns, poisoning or physical harm immediately upon contact. Other spills work more slowly, 

causing long-term illnesses and environmental problems. What starts off as a spill of toxic industrial chemicals can be washed 

away by floodwaters or other ground water and impact drinking water sources and compromise ecosystems way beyond the 

original spill. Cleanup efforts are critical, but they can be also extremely dangerous to humans if people do not wear protective 

gear and follow adequate safety precautions. Thatôs where robots fit in. 
 

Here are examples of how robots robots are working today to protect people and preserve our environment:  In 2011, iRo-

botÊ sent four robots to Japan to aid in relief efforts following the nuclear disaster in Fukushima. The BEARÊ is a robot 

designed to locate and rescue people who are injured on the battlefield, in mine shafts, or at toxic spill sites. Dr. Maurizio 

Porfiriôs robotic fish are being used to redirect shoals of fish away from the danger of toxic spills. His work could potentially 

save thousands of undersea creatures! Robotics engineers at MIT are working to preserve the quality of our oceans with 

Seaswarm, oil-absorbing robots who skim the oceanôs surface to clean up spills. 

 

Today, more than 400,000 4-H youth participate in robotics and engineering programs through 4-H clubs. Our comprehensive 

robotics curriculum engages youth in grades 4-12 in the discovery of science concepts related to robotics, the engineering de-

sign process and exploration of careers in the field. 
 

If you are interested in this yearôs experiment, where youth learn to build and test their own versions of renewable energies,  please 

visit http://www.4-h.org/4-h-national-youth-science-day/ or contact Heather Futch at 386-792-1276. 
 

Source:  WWW.4-H.ORG/NYSD 
Submitted by:  Heather M. Futch 

National Youth Science Day  

http://www.4-h.org/youth-development-programs/4-h-science-programs/engineering-technology/4-h-robotics-program/
http://www.4-h.org/resource-library/curriculum/4-h-robotics/
http://www.4-h.org/4-h-national-youth-science-day/
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Hamilton County 4-Hers 

 Head to  

Camp Cherry Lake 
 

Thirty-one local youth participated in summer 4-H Camp at Cherry Lake July 16th - July 20th.  They 

joined campers from Lafayette, Union, Gilchrist, and Suwannee counties for five days of fun and educa-

tional activities. Educational programs included Natural Resources, Outdoor Skills, Canoeing/Kayaking, 

and Swimming. Other activities included marshmallow wars, water olympics, and cabin Olympic com-

petition. The theme for the week was ñTraits of a Champion.ò To follow the theme cabins designed their 

own countryôs flag to identify their cabin, campers listened to campfire stories in the theme and all over 

camp there were Olympic games and tasks to achieve medals resulting in one our cabins claiming the 

weekôs highest recognition.  

PCS Phosphate donated $300 to help cut the costs for Hamilton County Campers to attend the camp.  

The money was divided equally among all campers. 

Youth attending from Hamilton County along with Heather Futch (4-H/FCS Extension Agent) and Greg 

Hicks (4-H/Agricultural Extension Agent, CED) were: DJ Ball, Douglas Barker, Clayton Bennett, Rich-

ard Bennett, Austin Beck, Dylan Blakely, Ethan Brantley, Damion Burke, Zachary Capps, Marshall Dy-

al, Sawyer Dyke, Steven Eddings, Alyssa Futch, Elizabeth Futch, Logan Hughes, Malyn Hunter, Caleb 

Kersey, Noah Kersey, Cassie Land, Ethan Land, Colby Lewis, Thomas Marcano, Ashley Marvin, Mac-

kenzie Prueter, Mary Prueter, Clyde Tucker, Cassie Spivey, Tyler Warfel, Timothy Warfel, Traôvion 

Weary, Julianna Wheeler, 

Special thanks to this yearôs summer sponsors: Mike Williams (PCS Public Relations), Mary Sue Ad-

ams, Greg Godwin, Laura Deas, Harrell Reid, David Goolsby, Sonny Scaff, Myra Cox, Martha Butler, 

Walmart of Live Oak, First Federal Bank of Florida, Suwannee Valley Electric Cooperative, and Live 

Oak Pest Control, who were helpful in providing camp scholarships.  Without their help, many of these 

youth may not have been able to attend camp.  Also, thanks to Mary Roberson for driving the bus. 

 

Source:  Heather M. Futch 


