
  

 

Whatõs Inside... Notes From Gregory T. Hicksé 

We had a great turnout at our beef cattle program on February 24th.  I would 
once again like to thank Blair Davis (Southern States Cooperative) and Tommy 
Hamm (Jasper Hardware and Supply Company) for sponsoring our meeting.  
Dr. Todd Thrift, UF/IFAS Beef Cattle Specialist gave a great presentation on a 
òBasic Vaccination Programó.  The annual Florida Beef Cattle Short Course will 
be held at the University of Florida on May 13-15.  See page 4 for all the details. 

Notes From Heather M. Janneyé 

The Hamilton County 4-H Sponsored Father Daughter Dance this year was 
extremely successful with more attendees than ever before!  See pages 10 & 11 
for details and photos. 

Spring and Summer brings TONS of happenings for 4-H!  See page 13 for    
information.  What were your New Yearõs Resolutions this year?  Eating more 
healthy, weight loss, or even making your family have a stronger relationship?  
Have you kept those resolutions?  See pages 14 & 15 for some ideas to keep you 
going strong or to renew your commitment. 

Notes From Keith W. Wynné 

This has been a very busy year so far.  With the farm bill decisions behind us 
most producers are planting or beginning to plant this yearõs crops.   We       
continue to receive some rainfall which is a blessing for some but the excessive 
overcast has begun creating an environment favorable for disease outbreaks for 
others.   I would like to thank our commodity meeting sponsors this year which 
include Rusty Harris from DuPont Pioneer for sponsoring our Field Corn  
Meeting, and Mike and Jill Adams of Suwannee River Peanut along with Larry 
and Chris Cunningham of McCleskey Mills for sponsoring the Peanut Meeting.  
I would also like to thank each of you that were able to attend these meetings 
again this year. 
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 Vaccines are suspensions of microorganisms or their producers.  They are administered with 
the goal of stimulating the bodyõs immune system against the organisms or their secretions, 
thereby preventing clinical disease or reducing its severity.  

 There are several different types of vaccines.  Inactivated or òkilledó vaccines contain bacteria 
or viruses that have been inactivated by heat or chemicals.  The method utilized needs to    

completely render the microorganisms incapable of growing and reproducing after administration while still maintaining the ability 
to stimulate an immune response.  Because inactivated organisms do not multiply inside the body, adjutants are included to help 
stimulate in immune response. 

 Subunit vaccines contain only parts of bacteria or viruses rather than the entire organism.  The subunits are the segments of the 
organism which stimulate and activate protective immune response.  Some organisms produce disease due to toxins which they 
secrete, Clostridial organisms provided a good example.  In order to protect against the ill effects of these organisms, toxoids are 
utilized.  Toxoids contain bacterial toxins which have been inactivated and unable to produce disease but will stimulate a         

(Continued on page 3) 

Notes Continued from Gregory T. Hicks ... 

Start saving your money now for summer camp at beautiful Camp Cherry Lake in Madison County  
(June 22nd-26th).  We are working again to help receive sponsorship monies to help defray cost of the 
camping fees.  Historically, Hamilton youth camp fees are cut in half because of generous sponsorship 
monies we receive annually.   

If you know of an individual, business or organization who would be willing to donate money towards the 
camp fee, give us a call.  The money will be divided equally among all Hamilton County campers.            
Registration deadline is June 8th.  See page 12 and 13 for more details and other summer activities.  Sign up today! 

Vaccine Knowledge Benefits Your Herd 

Source:  Gregory T. Hicks 
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(Continued from page 2) 

protective immune response against the 
toxin produced by the organism.       
Modified live vaccines contain whole  
viruses that have been altered, they will 
multiply within cells of the animal, but 
they are unable to cause disease.        
Modified live viral vaccines stimulate an 
active and perhaps longer lasting immune 
response than other vaccine types.  The 
longer response is thought to be due to 
the persistence of the virus in tissues, with 
its continued presence serving to have a 
longer-lasting stimulating effect on the 
immune system. The goal of vaccines is to 
produce immunity against specific      
organism or their secretions.  There are 
two branches of the adaptive immune 
system: 

(1) humoral immunity refers to         
stimulating the production of      
antibodies against antigens which are 
extracellular. 

(2) cell mediated immunity directs the 
immune system to destroy cells 
which have been infected most   
commonly by viruses. 

 Different types of vaccines may      
stimulate the adaptive immune system 
favoring one type of response over the 
other, (humoral vs. cell mediated).     
However, whenever an antigen is        
introduced into an animal, its effect will 
generally be directed specifically to one 
branch of the immune system or another.  
Vaccines will stimulate both branches of 
the adaptive immune response, but one 
segment may be activated to a greater 
extent than another. 

 Microorganisms are composed of many 
components such as lipids, proteins,    
polysaccharides and lipopolysaccharides. 
The best antigens from these many    
components are the larger proteins.  
However, these large antigenic proteins 
are fragile within a vaccine.  With        
improper handling, administration,     
storage or time these large proteins can be 
damaged or degraded, resulting in a    
diminished or no immune response. 
Therefore, proper care and use of       
vaccines is extremely important. 
  

The following are recommendations    
producers should heed when handling, 
storing and utilizing vaccines within their 
herd. 

 

ˊ FIRST - READ THE LABEL PRIOR 
TO USAGE! 

ˊ Observe expiration dates prior to    
purchase, during storage and use. 

 - If the vaccine is expired, do not utilize; 
return it if possible. 

 - If the vaccine is close to expiration, 
do not purchase unless you intend to  
utilize in the near future. 

ˊ Store all vaccines according to the label 
directions, with special attention to     
storage temperatures and exposure to 
light. 

 - Too warm or too cold can damage the 
antigens due to protein degradation. 

 - UV light will degrade proteins. 

ˊ Keep all vaccines once removed from 
storage out of sunlight and in a cool place. 

 - When working cattle, store the opened 
and unopened vials on cool packs within a 
cooler. 

 - Unopened vial(s) if stored properly 
while processing cattle can be returned to 
a refrigerator. 

 - If unopened vials become warm or 
exposed to light for a period of time (30 
minutes) while working , throw them 
away. 

 - Once opened or rehydrated, utilize 
within one hour.  After one hour, throw 
the remaining product away and open or 
rehydrate a new vial. 

ˊ Utilize the proper size of vial.  If    
working a large group of cattle, open or 
rehydrate what would be utilized within 
the next hour. 

ˊ Do not mix vaccines. 

ˊ Do not save vaccines which have been 
opened. 

 - Once you withdraw product from any 
vaccine and if there is product left over, 
throw the remaining vaccine away! 

 - The vaccine label will often state   
partial and opened vials should be      
discarded and not saved. 

ˊ Change needles often. 

ˊ Use clean syringes, tubing and      
equipment. 

ˊ When mixing bacterial products such as 
clostridial vaccines, gently mix, do not 
shake vigorously. 

ˊ Do not contaminate the contents of the 
vaccine vial. 

 - When withdrawing product utilize a 
new, clean, sterile needle. 

ˊ Watch storage and disinfection of 
equipment. 

 - Disinfectants can and will degrade the 
antigens within the vaccine rendering the 
vaccine inactive or of reduced potency. 

ˊ If you are using disposable vaccination 
equipment, throw it away at the end of 
cattle processing. 

 - Often disposable equipment is 
provided by the vaccine manufacturer; ask 
your supplier of product. 

ˊ If you are utilizing reusable equipment, 
thoroughly flush with water then dry and 
store in a cool place.  (Put in a plastic bag 
and place in a freezer.) 

ˊ Empty vaccine vials, partial vials, used 
needles and disposable equipment should 
all be disposed of properly. 

 - Place used needles in a sharps 
container before throwing in the trash. 

 - Used vaccine guns and tubing should be 
placed in the trash if not thoroughly 
cleaned. 

 - Used and empty vaccine vials dispose 
of according to the label. 

ˊ If no label instructions, burn and then 
place in trash. 

 The success of any livestock vaccination 
program depends on several management 
considerations, one of which is the 
effectiveness of the vaccine used.  
Vaccines, if not handled and used 
properly, can be rendered ineffective 
which then could become a significant 
health and economic concern for a cattle 
producer.  Producers should work with 
their herd veterinarian regarding an 
effective vaccination program for their 
herd. 
 

Source:  Max Irsik DVM, MAB, Beef Cattle Ex-
tension Veterinarian, University of Florida College of 
Veterinary Medicine 
 

Submitted by:  Gregory T. Hicks 
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Celebrating the 64th Annual   

Florida Beef  Cattle Short Course 
òBuilding on Successó  

May 13-15, 2015 
Alto and Patricia Straughn IFAS Extension 

Professional Development Center 
Gainesville, Florida 32611 

 

Welcome to the 64th Annual Florida Beef Cattle Short Course for the cattle industry! The Beef Cattle 
Short Course is considered one of the premier beef cattle educational events in the Southeast and 
Gulf Coast regions with significance nationally and globally. The course addresses issues for beef   
cattle enterprises at an elevated level of management skill with practical applications for every beef 
cattle producer, in Florida and beyond. The course focuses on unique challenges facing our beef    
industry, beef production issues, urban growth, global competition, changing consumer demands, and 
economic and environmental sustainability. Every year, this short course leads the industry in covering 
subject areas and topics prior to those issues becoming management concerns. Participants get to hear 
contrasting, alternative, and complimentary ideas about the beef cattle enterprise. 

Short of paying a professional consultant, there is no better source of information for beef cattle   
producers than the Florida Beef Cattle Short Course. 

Source:  UF/IFAS 

Edited by:  Gregory T. Hicks 

             

To Register, please go to:   
www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/beef 

 

For additional information please contact: 

Jasmine Garcia  
University of Florida 
Office of Conferences and Institutes 
PO Box 110750 
Gainesville, FL 32611-0750 
Ph: 352-392-5930 or 352-392-4044 
Email:  352-392-4044 

Short Course Location 

 

 

 

 

 

Alto and Patricia Straughn  

IFAS Extension Professional 

Development Center 
2142 Shealy Drive 

Gainesville, Florida 32611 

http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/beef/reg.htm
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