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Notes From Gregory T.

Please allow me this opportunity to extend my gre £
tude to all of you who helped make the 2008 Hamili
County Fair Swine Show/Sale and BBQ a succ November 2008
Your cooperation and ) make everyon
job much easier. We are fortunate to have such ¢

mitment to our youth and adult programs. Your st

port and cooperation is greatly appreciated. What 0s Il nsi dp

Livestock

Forages
Notes From Allen B. Tyreep Pesticide

Well, it finally feels and | ooks | LVeoetaplesi | |
coming meeting notices. Forestry

Wildlife

If your wondering how to get rid of your old pesticide containers, the Floridépming Events Calendar
Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services is providing a program calted
Operation Cleant/Réep FBREmMOPECHet dHl s see pald

Family and Consumer

Science

Notes From Heather Futchuyp

Be sure to check out our Fair Events Day articles in thisdsgoa may find
pictures of yourself enjoying the day.

Soon the Holidays will be upon us. Check out page 18 for details on the 1st
Annual Hamilton County 4 Holiday BakeOff scheduled for December 15th.

Also with the holidays, comes turkey cooking time!! Page 19 provides infor-
mation about keeping your family safe from feloaurne illnesses during these
special times with famadlble @ njdu ssh emo
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Improving the Value of Feeder Cattle

There have been studies over the years where people have sat in auction markets afid
recorded type and price on every sale over several months to determine the factors fhat
affect price. One of those was done in Kansas in 1986, Oklahoma followed up with :
similar study in 1997 and Arkansas has done the same thing in 2005. Prices have g pne
up over the years, but a few simple management practices have been shown over @

over to improve the value of feeder cattle.

Castration - In all three studies, feeder steers brought more than bulls. In the most r§-
cent study in Arkansas, the average price of bulls was $6.27 per 100 Ibs lower than ghe
: e price of feeder steers. Bulls are harder to manage in feedlots due to disposition andfvhen
bulls are shipped they tend to fight more causing more bruising and dark cutting carcasses. Castrating bulls at hipavier
weights cause more stress and it takes a longer time for them to recover. In the Kansas study, done 20 years agp when
prices were lower, the discount on 3@@und bull calves wa$1.62. This discount went up as weight increased to
$5.55 for 806pound bulls. Castration of bull calves pays and should be done as early as possible.

Continued on page 3



Continued from page 2

Dehorning - Horned cattle require more bunk space
than dehorned or polled cattle. Horns can cause bruis-
ing in shipping and handling. In all three studies,
horned cattle were discounted. In the most recent
study in Arkansas, horned cattle made up only 14% of
the total and they were discounted $4.00 per 100 Ibs
compared to polled or dehorned cattle. That would
amount to a $20 per head discount on

500-pound calves. If polled cattle are

not being used, dehorning at the earlig

age possible pays.

Body Condition - Body condition, or

how fat feeder cattle are, affects price ®

In all three studies over the past 20 yel
average or fApastu

good place for cattle to be in feeder c3

markets. In the Arkansas study, very

thin cattle were $1.41 per 100 Ibs higher

than average condition cattle, but they would have
given up a lot of weight for that little bit of gain in
price. Thin cattle were discounted $1.34, fleshy cattle
were discounted $5.86 and fat feeders were discounted
$16.16 per 100 Ibs.

Fat feeder calves can lose weight if they go into a
stockering program or gain slower if they go onto full
feed. Buyers discount for this. With the high price of
grains and the discounts on fat feeders, it is not a good
idea to over feed young calves. Itis a good idea to
keep them growing and in good pasture condition.
With high grain prices, the difference in price per 100

Ibs. between lighter and heavier feeders has decreased.

Heavier feeder cattle are in demand, but fat feeder cat-
tle are still discounted.

Shrink - When you work and
move cattle, they shrink or
lose weight. Shrink is due to a
loss of gut fill and a loss of
tissue. When you work cattle
and move them from pasture
to holding pens, they will
shrink at a rate of about 1%
per hour for the first-3
hours. Most of this is just due
to the fact that they are not
eating and are losing gut fill.
As they are held longer they will continue to lose 1/4%
per hour for the next 202 hours. Just loading cattle
and hauling them to the auction market will easily re-
sult in a 3% shrink. That is the reason that people who

e direct off thg
48% to actoung for this difference.
to the sellerés ad
as Apasture fresho B
advantage to buy cattle that are not too shrunk. Cattl
with excessive weight loss through shipping and han-
dling are more susceptible to disease. Cattle handling
needs to be as easy on the cat-
tle as possible. Hauling needs
to be as direct and short as
possible. Penning cattle the
night before a sale, results in
more shrinkage before the cat-
tle hit the scales. Minimizing
shrink through proper handling
jgay for the seller by keeping
more weight on the cattle and
delivers a better calf to the
buyer.

Health - Healthy feeder cattle bring more than un-
healthy cattle and this was shown in all three of the
studies. Some of the discounts from the more recent
Arkansas study were:

Description of Problem | Discount from Healthy

$ per 100 lbs

Sick -$37.99

Lame -$33.47

Bad Eye(s) -$13.82

Dead Hair -$12.66

Stale -$18.20

Calves sold as
a $4.15 per 100 Ibs. premium.

Aprecondi

High corn, fertilizer and fuel prices are causing us to
reevaluate lots of things in the cattle industry, but cas-
tration, dehorning, proper calf nutrition, proper han-
dling to avoid unnecessary shrink, and a good herd
health program are as important as ever.

Source: Ronnie Silcox, Extension Animal Scientist, VGA

Edited by: Allen B. Tyree




Foot Rot in Cattle

Foot rot in cattle is normally a common falinter disease, however, it can show up at other times of the year i

the conditions are suitable (periods of extreme moisture, sudden freezing of muddy yards, or severe droughy)).
This disease affects nearly all groups of cattle and can be a very annoying problem. Once started in a herdjand
fseededodo in the soil, it may persist for quite ¢ |
any one time, it requires constant observation to prevent serious economic loss.

reduce the incidence of foot rot. In winter when rough ground freezes around water tanks, the feet become
bruised and this may lead to a higher incidence of foot rot.

thritis.

Good nutrition may be helpful in preventing foot rot. Be sure that all cattle receive adequate calcium, phospgno-
rus, and vitamin A for good bone and tissue health.

Some effective control methods for foot rot to consider are: penicillin, oxytetracyclines (including the long

acting products such as Liquamycin LA 200, a number of sylfa drugs, and Florfenicol (Nuflor). When foot ro
fails to respond to medication, thoroughly check the foot for foreign objects. If infection proceeds and infectf the
joints, arthritis may develop and claw amputation may be needed to correct the condition until the animal ca h be
salvaged at slaughter.

&

not reach a level of great concern. However, the accumulatdd
effects can have significant economic impact. Implementing
preventive measures and appropriate treatment will minimizq
these economic losses.

Source: Ted G. Dyer, Extension Animal Scientist, UGA
Edited by: Gregory T. Hicks



radish control. Wild radish seed germinates when soil temperatures reachjap-
proximately 65 degrees and forms a rosette on the soil surface (see photo} At
this stage, 2D is highly effective at rates as low as 1 pt/A.

Wild Radish Control With cooler temperatures approaching, it is time to start thinking about wif

Waiting to spray until yellow flowers appear make control much more diffi
cult, require higher herbicides rates, and likely will cause injury to winter fo
ages (ryegrass, oats, etc.) So start scouting fields every few weeks over]the
next month and be ready to spray for wild radish. Early intervention will prg
vide better control, require less herbicide, lead to less injury, and allow mdre
winter grazing.

, 1 Source: Dr. Jason Ferrell, Extension Weed Specialist

Wild Radish in the rosette growth stage. Submitted by: Allen B. Tyree
Photo: J. Ferrell

Update on New Releases of Bahiagrass

UF-Riata is a novel diploid bahiagrass developed for fall RaganMassey Seed and should be commerciall
and early spring forage production for the southeasternavailable in 2009.

U.S. It has improved forage growth under stdaylengths  TifQuik is a novel diploid bahiagrass population de-
and during the cool season. This new bahiagrass was dereloped by the USDAARS Coastal Plain Experiment
veloped by the University of Florida, the USB¥RS Station for rapid seed germination for the southeas
Coastal Plain Experiment Station and the USBIRS Sub- ern U.S. The population exhibits less hard seed do
tropical Agricultural Research Station (STARS) mancy, very rapid establishment, excellent seedling
Brooksville, Florida. This bahiagrass exhibits lower photo- vigor and high forage yield compared to the standarg
period sensitivity, improved leaf tissue cold tolerance, andbahiagrass cultivars Argentine and Pensacola arj
increased forage production during the cool season comTifton 9. TifQuik has been tested in a number of lo
pared to the standard bahiagrass cultivars Argentine andations as part of a multstate effort between
Pensacola. Multiocation variety trials show URiata is USDA ARS scientists in Georgia and at the Univer-
similar in total season yield to Tifton 9, with an improve- sity of Florida. This cultivar has shown superiority at
ment in seedling vigor and leaf tissue cold tolerance thatearly establishment and an aggressive seedling vigq
promotes late falkeason growth and early sprisgason  that should allow the cultivar to gain rapid acceptancs
growth. UFRiata seasonal forage yields have been greateiin bahiagrass growing regions of the southern Coastgl
than 25% compared with Argentine and Pensacola, and 5Plain of the U.S. TifQuik will be sold by variety name
10% compared with Tifton 9 in north Florida. ‘B¥#ata is and only as a class of certified seed. TifQuik will be
well adapted throughout the southern Coastal Plains andwailable from the Georgia Seed Development Com
Peninsular Florida. URiata will be sold by variety name mission and should be commercially available in
and only as a class of certified seed. It will be marketed by2009.

Management of these new cultivars is similar to that of Tifton 9Ri#Ea and TifQuik are not tolerant of severe ove
grazing. While Argentine and Pensacola bahiagrass are tolerant to overgrazing, constant defoliation of Tifton|p, UF
Riata and TifQuik will result in some stand loss and subsequent weed encroachment. Care must be given in thg|grazinc
management of these new cultivars to adequately rest the pasture and allow for regrowth to a 6 inch height fetween
grazing events. Rotational grazing is a good approach since it allows bahiagrass pastures to recover from livestqrk graz
ing and provides other benefits, as well.

Source: Dr. Ann Blount,

It is important to purchase certified seed of URiata Forage Breeding North Florida REC Marianna, FL

and TifQuik from a reliable seed source. This insunes
the purity of the cultivar, high percent germinatign
and freedom from weed seed. Edited by : Allen B. Tyree
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OPERATI

Statewide Pesticide Pick-Up

Operation Cleansweep is a mobile pesticide collection program that
provides a safe way to dispose of cancelled, suspended, and unusable

pesticides at no cost. Pesticide dealers can participate for a fee.

e Farms/Groves e Pest Control Services e Forestry

¢ Nurseries e Greenhouses e Golf Courses

FREE PICK-UP

We want your old pesticides.
Deadline for requesting pickup December 15, 2008

Cleansweep Partners and Representatives: SIS

Florida Peanut Producers Association CONTACT:

Florida Turf Grass Association

Florida Farm Bureau Florida Department of Agriculture &
Florida Fertilizer and Agrichemical Association Consumer Services

Florida Fruit and Vegetable Association Cleansweep@doacs.state.fl.us
Florida Soybean Producers Association
Certified Pest Control Operators or call Toll-Free
Florida Pest Management Association

Florida Nursery, Growers & Landscape Association 877-851-5285
Florida Tomato Committes

Floridz Forestry Association To arrange for a |Jicku|3

IFAS/University of Florida
Florida Citrus Mutual complete the Contact

Florida Landscape Maintenance Association I|.1f|:1rmat|0n ?IIEEt below.
Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services Email or Fax to (386) 418-5527
Floridz Department of Environmental Protaction

CLEANSWEEP WEBSITE: www.dep.state.fl.us/waste/categories/cleansweep-pesticides/
Revised Date 7/22/08

Source: Florida Department of Agriculture & Consumer Services
Submitted by: Allen B. Tyree




Working with Pesticides

Pesticides can enter the body in four main ways: by mouth, by inhalation, or by contact with the skin or
eyes. In most pesticide handling situations, the skin is the part of the body most likely to receive exposure.
About 97% of human exposure to pesticides during application of liquid sprays occurs through contact with
the skin. To prevent exposure, pesticide applicators should wear protective clothing and personal protec-
tive equipment (PPE). The use of gloves while handling pesticides can go a long way in reducing dermal

exposure.

For general information on PPE, contact the Hamilton County Extension Office or refer to the UFIFAS web-
site on EDIS Documents PI-28 Pesticide Applicator Update: Choosing Suitable Personal Protective Equip-
ment http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/P1061 and PI-119 Worker Protection Standard: Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) http:edis.ifas.ufl.edu/P1156.

Every pesticide product label contain specific information about necessary
clothing and equipment to be worn while mixing, loading, and applying that

product. The information may be foujnd i

section of the label (see example below). Remember, the label is the law.

More detailed information about chemical and physical hazards associated

with the specific pesticide may be

Safety Data Sheet (MSDS). The MSDS is available from the pesticide

dealer. For guidance in understanding the MSDA contact the Hamilton
County Extension Office at 386-792-1376 or refer to EDIS Documents PI-35, Understanding Material Safety
Data Sheet Language http://edis/ifas.ufl.edu/P1072.

Handlers who may be exposed to the concentrate through mixing, loading, application or other tasks must wear:
Long-sleeved shirt and long pants.
Chemical-resistant gloves such as barrier laminate, Nitrile rubber, neoprene rubber, or Viton.
Shoes plus socks
Protective Eyewear

Discard clothing and other absorbent materials that have been drenched or heavily contaminated with this prod-
uctds concentrate. Do not reuse them. Foll ow many
such instruction for washables, use detergent and hot water. Keep and wash PPE separately from other laundry.

Source: Dr. Fred Fishel, Pesticide Information Officer
Edited by: Allen B. Tyree

These are the Vegetables that can be planted in December

y Beets September- March y Chinese cabbage October- February
y Broccoli  August- February y Kale September- February
y Cabbage September- February y Kohlrabi September- March
y Leek September- March y Carrots September- March

For more information, contact the Hamilton County Extension Office a7/32d.276.

Source: Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide and 200 Florida (Commercial) Vegetable Production Handbook
Compiled by: Allen Tyree
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