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Notes From  

Allen B. Tyree é 

The County Farm Ser-

vice Agency (FSA), 

Natural Resources and 

Conservation Service 

(NRCS), and the 

County Forester will 

soon be moving to the 

courthouse annex (ñold 

high school buildingò). All of the ag-

ricultural agencies will be located at 

one place, making it more convenient 

for you. Keep your ñeyes and ears 

openò for further details. 

Look on page 16 for more informa-

tion on future educational meetings 

taking place in the 

county or area. 

Commodity topics 

include beef cattle, 

vegetables, for-

estry, wildlife, 

palms, meat goats,  

and native plant 

production. 

We had very good 

attendance at the 

County Beef Cattle, Best Manage-

ment Practices (Water Quality), and 

Peanut Meetings in the County. 

Thanks to all that sponsored and let 

us use their facilities, and attended 

these meetings. We have tentative 

plans for a beef cattle and palm tree 

meeting in the near future.  

Hami l ton  County   

Ex tens ion  Newsle t te r 

Notes From  

Gregory T. Hicksé 

SUMMER 4-H CAMP 

Do you enjoy swimming, canoeing, 

learning outdoor skills, and meeting 

new friends, to name a few?  If so, 

Summer 4-H Camp is for you! 

This year's camp is scheduled for May 

29 - June 1 (Tuesday - Friday).  Each 

year we seek donations to help reduce 

the cost of attending camp.  This year, 

camp will cost $60 per person unless 

you qualify for free or reduced 

lunch at school. In this case, your 

camp fee will be $40 (this includes 

canteen and a camp t-shirt).  Ham-

ilton County camps with Lafayette, 

Dixie, Union, Suwannee and Gil-

christ Counties at beautiful Camp 

Cherry Lake in Madison.  If you 

would like to go, fill out the en-

closed registration form (yellow 

sheet) and return it to the Extension 

Office As Soon As Possible. Dead-

line is Friday, May 18.  We only 

have 20 openings available. 
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Bee f  Managemen t :   F l y  Con t ro l 

   AAAs the warmer months 

of the year arrive, grass begins 

to green-up and the plants be-

gin to grow. Although we are 

glad to see spring and sum-

mer arrive, one thing that 

becomes a problem for beef 

producers is horn flies. 

 Losses to the beef in-

dustry associated with horn 

flies have been estimated to 

be as high as 700 million an-

nually due to blood loss, irri-

tation, annoyance and re-

duced weaning of calves 

nursing dams (Allison, North 

Carolina State University- 

1996).  Producers may use 

one or more of the many 

methods of application cur-

rently available to control 

horn flies such as sprays, 

dusts, ear tags, back-rubbers, 

boluses and in feed additives.  

Some even take advantage of 

de-wormers applied as an 

injectable or pour-on that are 

labeled to control horn flies 

in their management strategy. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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(Continued from page 2) 

 Many beef producers will 

use ear tags that are impregnated 

with an insecticide to control horn 

flies.  This method of control, al-

though relatively simple, is often 

misused and can result in future 

problems.  These ear tags contain 

an ingredient, that, over time, is 

reduced in its effectiveness, so they 

should be removed once they are 

no longer effective.  Typically, in-

secticidal tags can last a couple of 

months, but should always be re-

moved at the end of the season.  If 

these tags are not removed, they 

will continue to release their ingre-

dient at a lower, less effective dose 

and fly populations could develop 

resistance to that particular ingre-

dient.  It is recommended to read 

the label closely and remove these 

tags at the appropriate time to 

prevent resistance. 

 Development of new tech-

nology to control horn flies has 

been limited for the past 20 years.  

In the past, there have only been 

two primary chemical classes of 

insecticides, pyrethroids and or-

ganophosphates, commonly used 

to control horn flies.  Producers 

are encouraged to design their fly 

control strategies to change chemi-

cal classes every two years, to pre-

vent flies developing resistance. 

 In May 2004, a new prod-

uct containing spinosad, from the 

chemical class spinosyn, was ap-

proved for use in beef cattle.  

Spinosyn compounds are in a 

chemical class separate from pyre-

throids and organophosphates and 

have been used to control pests in 

cotton with success.  Producers 

who wish to further diversity their horn fly control strat-

egy could incorporate this new chemical class of insecti-

cide into their management. 

Removing fly tags at the appropriate time and alternat-

ing the chemical class of insecticides can help prevent 

horn fly resistance in beef cattle.  When using insecti-

cides, review the label and follow it closely.  Failure to 

do so may result in future problems associated with resis-

tance.  If you have any questions related to horn fly con-

trol, please contact us (792-1276) or your veterinarian. 

 

Source:  Tim Wilson, Georgia Extension Animal Scientist - Beef Cattle 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 

 At a recent Goat Management meeting in Perry, Geor-

gia, there were about 150 goat producers.  The queries that 

were received at the meetingôs question-and-answer session 

indicated that an increasing number of new goat producers 

need to have a source of basic information that can help them 

make good management decisions. 

 With that in mind (and for the rest of you out there 

who are still looking for a few answers), here are some of the 

questions that were asked at that meeting - and the answers 

that were given. 

 

Question:  When should we feed colostrum and for how long? 

 

Answer:  Since colostrum provides the newborn kid its first 

natural immunity, you must feed the kid its first two (2) or 

three (3) days after birth.  After three (3) days, however, the 

amount of colostrum in the motherôs milk declines rapidly.  

And, after the kid reaches three (3) days of age, it may not 

absorb the immunoglobulin (IgA, IgG, etc.) from the colos-

trum effectively. 

 

Some Information on Raising 

Meat Goats 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued on page 5) 

(Continued from page 3) 

Question:  When is the best time to introduce a doeling 

into the breeding herd? 

 

Answer:  You may start introducing a doeling into 

the breeding herd when sheôs 9 to 10 months old, or 

if she weighs between 70 to 80 pounds (30 to 35 

kilograms).  If you have to choose a criterion, use 

the doelingôs weight as the determining factor. 

 

Question:  What level of crude protein should be in the 

ration of lactating does/nannies, bucks/billies and a dry 

doe/nanny, and kids up to six months of age? 

 

Answer:  Feed your herdôs lactating does/nannies a 

ration containing 13 to16% crude protein.  Feed 

your bucks/billies and dry does/nannies a ration 

with 9 to12% crude protein.  Feed kids up to six (6) 

months old a ration containing 18 to 20% crude 

protein. 

 

Question:  What is the best time of year to breed goats? 

 

Answer:  Breeding should depend on your manage-

ment routine. Put your buck/billy with your Florida 

Native, Spanish, Nubian, Angora and/or Boer goats 

during the last week of October and keep them with 

the nannies for, at least, 42 days. If  they still arenôt 

bred, you can keep the buck/billy with the nannies 

until the last week of January. 

The goatôs gestation period is roughly 150 days. 

 

Question:  Because goats are browsers, should they be 

put on established pastures or fed hay? 

 

Answer:  Yes. Although goats prefer to browse, 

they will hold their own if put on well-established 

grass or legume pastures.  Of course, you can feed 

your goats good-quality hay on pasture if your 

stocking rate is heavier than the pasture can carry. 

 

Question:  When is the best time to wean goats? 

 

Answer:  A meat goat producer may want to wait 

for three (3) to four (4) months to wean.  A key at 

any weaning age, however, is that the producer 

must ensure that the kid is accustomed to eating 

kid rations, as well as hay or other types of for-

ages. 

 

Question:  What is the recommended stocking rate for 

goats? 

 

Answer:  As a rule of thumb, you can put seven (7) 

to ten (10) goats to the acre on well-developed leg-

ume or grass pastures. Remember, if you stock in  

larger-than-recommended numbers, or, if weôre 

going through a droughty period, you must provide 

your animals with supplemental feed. 

 

Question:  Are there any medication for treating ab-

scesses? 

 

Answer:  Unfortunately, no effective treatment 

exist for treating abscesses at this time.  Abscesses 

(Caseous lymphadenitis) are caused by the bacte-

ria, Corynebacterium pseudotuberculosis. Itôs a 

common soil contaminant and  is exceedingly dif-

ficult to contain. 

 

Photo by Ms. Eunice Cornelius 
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(Continued from page 4) 

Your veterinarian can treat abscesses by surgically 

lancing or totally removing them.  Wash the 

wounds with a 7% iodine solution and allow them 

to drain.  Your veterinarian will probably recom-

mended treating each animal with either Penicillin 

or a broad-spectrum Tetracycline antibiotic like 

Polyflex (Ampicillin), or Oxytetracycline. 

When treating abscesses, remember to take proper 

precautions against infecting yourself, and donôt 

forget to burn or properly dispose of all abscess 

materials. 

 

Question:  Is there any vaccine against Caprine 

Arthritis Encephalitis-Leucoencephalomylitis 

(CAE)? 

 

Answer:  Again, unfortunately, no corrective treat-

ment currently exists.  A viral infection that affects 

young kids, CAE causes paralysis in the hind quar-

ters.  As the disease progresses, most surviving 

adult goats develop painful and tender swellings 

and puffiness in the joints.  The animal usually 

walks on its knees, and later becomes paralyzed.  

Isolating new-born kids and raising them away 

from other goats has been somewhat successful in 

containing the disease.  Feed these isolated kids 

either pasteurized milk or kid milk replacer. 

 

Question:  What treatment would you recommend 

for Pink Eye (Infectious Kerato-conjunctivitis)? 

 

Answer:  Various organisms - flies, bacteria, vi-

ruses - can cause Pink Eye.  Initially, affected ani-

mals exhibit a watery eye, which, left untreated, 

becomes opaque and develops an ulcer in its cor-

nea.  Separate your herdôs infected animals and 

treat their eyes with ophthalmic lotions or oint-

ments like Gentocin, Tri-Thalmic or Terramycin, 

or with Pink Eye Puffer Powder.  Keep animals in 

shaded areas and follow the manufacturersô recom-

mended treatment.  The disease symptoms should 

be clear in about 1-4 weeks. 

 

Question:  Is there any vaccine developed for 

Sore Mouth? 

 

Answer:  Sore Mouth (Orf) or Contagious Ec-

thyma is a viral disease that causes thick, scabby 

sores on lips, gums, and udder.  Use precaution-

ary measures when handling infected animals be-

cause the disease can infect humans.  While treat-

ment seems to be of little value, producers need to 

note that infected animals usually ñclear upò from 

the symptoms, develop an immunity and may 

need no vaccination. 

 

Question:  What is the treatment for Coccidiosis 

(Stomach Worms)? 

 

Answer:  There are various drugs on the market, 

the most popular of which are Corid 

(Amprolium), and Sulquin.  Follow the manufac-

turerôs dosage recommendation. 

Caused by the Eimeria spp., coccidiosis is host-

specific, that is, the Coccidia of hogs, dogs, cats 

and poultry does not affect goats.  Stomach 

worms usually affect kids under four (4) months 

of age. Severe symptoms include bloody diarrhea 

with straining, a poor appetite, rapid dehydration 

and death. 

Since young kids usually ingest these organisms 

by eating feed and drinking water contaminated 

with feces and urine, itôs imperative that produc-

ers practice good sanitation when feeding, water-

ing and bedding them.  Without such mainte-

nance, medicating your herdôs animals has no 

benefit. 

 

Source:  S.C. Miller, Georgia Goat Research and Extension                

 Center Newsletter 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 



 

666   

Summer Annual Forages  

 

Producers who do not have adequate pasture space to 
graze during the summer months may want to consider 
planting some type of warm-season annual grass, such as 
pearl millet and sorghum-sudangrass.    .   

 

Pearl millet can be planted between March 15 and June 30 
in North Florida but planting may have to be delayed for as 
much as two weeks if weather conditions are unfavorable 
or temperatures are low.  Early morning temperatures of 41 
to 50 degrees fahrenheit  may kill young seedlings.  Seed 
germination is best when the soil temperature is between 52 and 86 degrees F.  Little growth occurs 
when temperatures are below 70 degrees fahrenheit.  Seeds should be planted at .5 to two inches 
deep on well-prepared, firm, moist soil.  If you are planting during dry conditions, the soil should be 
packed after seeding in order to place the seed in direct contact with soil moisture.  Recommended 
seeding rates are:  8-10 lbs. in 36 inch rows, 15 lbs. in 14 inch rows, 25 lbs. in 7 inch grain drill rows, or 
25 to 30 lbs. broadcast.  Soil pH should be at 6.0.   Dolomite can be applied to your field if the pH level 
is too low.  To find out the pH level and any other nutrient deficiencies you may have, you will need to 
have a soil test taken.  (Soil sample bags can be picked up at the Extension Office). 

 

Pearl millet can be grazed when the plants are 10 to 15 inches high, and should be grazed down to 3 to 
4 inches before taking the cattle out, or rotating to another pasture.  You may wish to stagger your 
seeding dates to obtain more uniform forage production throughout the season. 

 

Another good summer forage is sorghum-sudangrass.  It has a longer grazing period and produces for 
more forage.  Sorghum-sudangrass hybrids are similar to pearl millet in growth habit, season of pro-
duction, use, and recommended management practices, but they differ in some ways.  Sorghum-      
sudangrass hybrids have the potential to cause prussic-acid (HCN) poisoning in cattle.  Prussic acid 
tends to be high in young seedlings and young regrowth.  Therefore, it should not be grazed until it is 
24 inches tall (this includes initial growth and regrowth).  Cattle should be removed from grazing, when 
there is a threat of frost because the plants may be high in prussic acid in both old and young growth 
when the plants are frosted.  After the frosted plants have dried, which may take 7 to 10 days, they are 
safe to graze.   

 

The following table (see page 7) is the results variety test performed on millet and sorghum-              
sudangrass at The Georgia Agricultural Experiment Station in Tifton.  If you have any questions or 
would like more information on summer grazing, contact the Extension Office at 792-1276. 

Source:  Florida/Georgia Agricultural Experiment Stations 

Edited by:  Greg Hicks 



 

Tifton, Georgia: 

Evaluation of Summer Annual Forage, 2006 

and Two-Year Average Yields, 2005-2006 
 

Company or 

 

Hybrid Name                                    

 

Clipping Dates 

 

Season 

 

2-Year 

Brand Name or Number                                     6-08-06 7-12-06 8-09-06 9-22-06 Total Average 

Sorghum - Sudangrass Varieties                                                           - - - - - - dry matter yield - pounds per acre - - - - - -   

SS SS-211A 2356 4409 2648 3531 12944 19878 

Pennington Summergrazer III 2181 3507 2512 3205 11405 16729 

SS SS-220BMR 2173 4401 2051 2106 10731 14988 

Moss SU2LM 1850 3545 1809 2154 9357 16338 

Moss Mega Green 1971 3260 2242 1254 8726 14039 

 

Moss 
 

Century BMR 

 

1523 

 

3420 

 

1829 

 

1757 

 

8529 

 

13319 

Moss 38 Special BMR 1140 2225 1557 1788 6709 - 

Moss Mega Green BMR 1288 2197 1272 687 5444 - 

 

Average 
 

 

 

1810 

 

3370 

 

1990 

 

2050 

 

92311 

 

15882 

LSD at 10% Level  366 535 378 863 1169 1135 

Std. Err. of Entry Mean  150 220 156 354 480 472 

        

 

Pearl Millet Varieties 
 

 

 

6-08-06 

 

7-12-06 

 

08-09-06 

 

9-22-06 

 

 

 

 

Ga CPES Tifleaf 3 2770 3417 2650 1891 10728 14084 

SS SS-501 3548 2812 2503 730 9593 13250 

        

SS SS-635 2654 2913 2253 1490 9309 13291 

Pennington Pennleaf 2410 2811 2295 1310 8826 12714 

        

Bolding indicates entries yielding equal to highest yielding entry within a column, based on Fisherôs protected LSD (P=0.10). 

Planted:             April 13, 2006. 

Seeding Rate:    Sorghum-Sudangrass:  150,000 seed/acre in 30ò rows.   

                          Pearl Millet:  4 lb seed/acre in 30ò rows. 

Soil Type:         Tifton loamy sand. 

Soil Test:           SorghumïSudangrass:  P = Very High, K = Medium.   

                          Pearl Millet:  P = High, K = Medium. 

Fertilization:     Sorghum-Sudangrass:  Preplant:    85 lb N, 90 lb P2O5, and 135 lb K2O/acre. 

                          Sidedress:  81 lb N/acre, plus 70 lb N/acre after 1st, 2nd, and 3rd harvests. 

                          Pearl Millet:  Preplant:  60 lb N, 75 lb P2O5, and 112 lb K2O/acre. 

                                       Sidedress:  81 lb N/acre, plus 70 lb N/acre after 1st, 2nd and 3rd harvests. 

Previous Crop:  Sorghum-Sudangrass:  Small grain forage.   

                          Pearl Millet:  Sorghum-Sudangrass. 

Management:    Paratilled and rototilled; three cultivations used for weed control. 

Test conducted by A.E. Coy, R. Brooke, and R. Jackson. 

Source:  Florida/Georgia Agricultural Experiment Stations 

Edited by:  Greg Hicks and Allen B. Tyree 
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Ag Secretary Johanns  

Presents Administration Proposal  

for the 2007 Farm Bill 

Outlined in a 181-page book, USDA Secretary Mike Johanns presented the 

proposal the first week of February 2007.  It would modify many of the provi-

sions of the 2002 farm law.  According to Johannsô figures, the proposed farm 

bill would cost $10 billion less over the next five years than the actual costs of 

the 2002 farm bill.  But he also said that it would boost support by $5 billion 

compared to a straight extension of the current law.  The following are some 

of the key provisions of the administrationôs proposal: 

 

Farmers with adjusted gross incomes over $200,000 would be ineligible for farm program 

payments.  This would affect an estimated 80,000 subsidy recipients. 

Total subsidy payments would be limited to $360,000 and the three-entity rule would be 

eliminated. 

Loan rates would be calculated at 85% of the five-year average price, excluding the high and low, 

but would be capped at $1.89 per bushel for corn, $4.92 per bushel for soybeans, $2.58 per bushel 

for wheat, and 51.92 cents per pound for cotton. 

Direct payments would be raised by about 7% and counter-cyclical payments would be triggered 

by low revenue rather than by low prices. 

The prohibition of planting fruit and vegetable crops on program crop acreage would be lifted, and 

$5 billion over five years would go to various research, market development and government pur-

chase programs to support fruit and vegetable producers. 

The milk price support program and the Milk Income Loss Contract program would continue, but 

payments would be adjusted. 

Spending on conservation programs would be boosted by $7.8 billion by expanding the Wetlands 

Reserve Program, and adding funding to the Environmental Quality Incentives Program. 

The Conservation Reserve Program would continue at the current acreage limit and would encour-

age enrollment of lands used for biomass production for energy. 

The bill would set aside $1.6 billion to support biofuels research and support investment in cellu-

lose ethanol plants. 

 

These are some key provisions.  There is must more detail in the proposal, which can be found at 

www.usda.gov/farmbill.  Of course, Congress will write the farm bill and may, or may not, adopt 

these proposals. 

 

Source: Doaneôs Agricultural Report 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 



 

The Center Connection 

ñNorth Florida Research Education Center - Suwannee Valley 

The UF/IFAS North Florida Research and Education CenterðSuwannee Valley (FNREC-SV) is a re-

source for agricultural information for north central Florida.  If you have not been to the NFREC-SV be-

tween Live Oak and White Springs on County Road 136 for a long time, you may want to schedule a trip 

or attend one of the many educational events held at the Center.  The Center is located in the heart of the 

Suwannee Valley serving most of northeast Florida.  The farm property, now known as the Center, was 

purchased by the University of Florida in 1953.  The 300 acre farm was once a thriving gladiola bulb farm 

prior to the 1950s.  Today the focus of the research demonstration activities includes: 

999   

alternative enterprises & organics 

greenhouse hydroponics 

water and nutrient management (BMPs) 

forest stewardship 

marketing and rural community development 

sustaining small farms 

hay forage crops 

The NFREC-SV is the host location for many field days, workshops, and tours during the year.  Most 

educational programs are provided for commercial farms, both full-time and part-time, but also include 

Master Gardeners throughout northeast Florida.  Field days feature current research on many agricul-

tural topics, often offered at the peak of a specific cropping season.  Events in the past year include: 

Spring Suwannee Valley Twilight Fruits & Vegetable Field Days 

Finding a Niche Market 

Advanced Master Gardener Training 

Hydroponics Open House 

Fall Alternative Enterprises Workshops 

Overhead and Drip Irrigation Schools 

On-Farm Pond Management 

Hay and Forages Field Day 

Forest Stewardship Tours 

Wildlife Meetings 

These events are planned and delivered as a team effort of County Extension Agents throughout the re-

gion in conjunction with faculty and staff at the Center.  Look out for the upcoming events calendar 

through the local extension office for the next opportunity to learn by ñseeingò and ñdoingò at the 

NFREC-SV (http://nfrecsv.ifas.ufl.edu) or contact the Center at 386-362-1725 (extension 101). 

       Source:  North Florida REC - Suwannee Valley 

       Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 


