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Notes From Gregory T. Hicksµ 
Hamilton County Fair Events Day... 

Itôs that time of year again for the Hamilton County Fair 

Events Day on Thursday, October 2nd at the Hamilton County 

Arena.  A day of fun includes the Swine Show and Sale, Horse 

Show, 4-H Dog Show and Pig Scramble.  Donôt forget about 

the annual BBQ Supper.  The meal is $6.00 per plate (sliced 

boston butt, baked beans, cole slaw, bread and tea).  So mark 

your calendars and come out to help support the youth.  See schedule of events on page 13. 

 

The Sunbelt Ag Expoé 

The Sunbelt Ag Expo will soon be here on October 14th-16th near Moultrie, Georgia. 

For more information about the Expo, look on page 2. 

An Equal Opportunity Institution.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

    U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS,                                                                                       
Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating.    

Notes From Heather Futchµ 
Summer has surely flown by!  Check page 17 to see if your picture got posted in the summer 

highlights section of our newsletter.  Clubs will be starting to meet in September and I am proud 

to say that this year we will have three clubs up and running:  Corinth Christian Academy, Ham-

ilton County Homeschoolers, and Jennings First Christian School.  Be sure to stay tuned in for 

the activities that we have coming up soon! 

Hamilton County Extension 4-H Open House September 9thé 

Our second annual open house will be September 9th, 2008 from 4:30 PM until 6:30 PM with 

the mandatory Swine Meeting to follow.  Representatives from each of the clubs we have will be 

present and youôll have the opportunity to see what weôre done in the past year and what we 

have planned for the next year!  Weôd like to get you involved with our plans by either becom-

ing a member or a volunteer!  Stop by and stay a minute or stop by and stay to talk! 

Hamilton County  
Extension Newsletter 

Notes From Allen B. Tyreeµ 
Thanks to all of the folks that helped sponsor the palm tree, field corn/irrigation, and other 

meetings, also, the field corn tour we recently held.  Thanks to all of you that participated.  

We had very good attendance. 

Field corn, soybean, and other grain prices have dropped dramatically since I communi-

cated with you in the last newsletter.  There is a lot of pressure to lower cow prices, but 

they are pretty well holding their own, since cow numbers have not gone up.  We will see if 

pine straw prices remain as strong as they have been in the past.  Since building construc-

tion is way down, there is less demand for mulch. 
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THE SUNBELT AG EXPO  

 OCTOBER 14-16, 2008  

The Sunbelt Agricultural Exposition is at Spence Field located on 1,680 acres.  It is 4 miles southeast of US Hwy 319 

(Veteranôs Parkway) on Hwy 133 near Moultrie, Georgia. The Expo is easily accessible from major highways and interstates.  

The Show hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. (Tuesday & Wednesday) and 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Thursday).  Admission cost 

is $7 per person per day. Children under 6 admitted free with adult. No pets, golf carts, ATVôs. Wheelchairs and Handicap 

Scooters Permitted Over 1,000 Exhibits and on-site equipment demonstrations will be at this years show. 
 

For Free Sunbelt Expo Information: 

Sunbelt Ag Expo     Ph:  (229) 985-1968     

290-G Harper Blvd.    Fax: (229) 890-8518 

Moultrie, Georgia 31788-2157  Gen. Info: info@sunbeltexpo.com 

        Web:   www.sunbeltexpo.com                       By:  Gregory T. Hicks 
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Beef Quality Assurance 
Tips: Syringe Hygiene  

The Cow that Loses a Calf  

at Birth  

Could Save Others 

 

No matter the season, it seems there is always a 
need for animal health products at the chute.  
Vaccines, antimicrobial drugs, dewormers, repro-
ductive compounds all may be delivered by injec-
tion.  Because we use these products so fre-
quently, itôs easy to become less than diligent 
about caring for syringes.  Many times, these 
tools only receive attention right before being 
used.  For such an important tool, more care is 
required.  Plastic disposable syringes are appropriate and safe to use, especially when only ad-
ministering a few doses.  However, when youôre processing multiple animals or the whole herd, 
it makes sense to use a multiple-dose, or repeater syringe.  Although they can cost $25 to $50 
each, they can provide time and labor savings, as well as a drug cost savings because you will 
be delivering an accurate dosage every time.  There are several models available - choose one 
that is durable (donôt choose models with glass barrels), accurate, and comfortable to use. 

When a cow loses a calf at birth, it is always a great disap-

pointment for cattlemen.  However, this cow can still be 

useful and help save calves.  The first thing you should do 

is get this cow up and milk her out.  It takes a good head 

gate and a helper, but it can be done.  Store the colostrums 

in quarts or pints in the freezer.  Thaw frozen colostrums 

in warm water not in the microwave.   

 

Cows will continue to produce antibodies in their milk for the first 48 hours, but the concentration will 

continue to decrease.  So, you can milk a cow several times to get more colostrums.  However, be sure to 

label the colostrums as first milking or second milking.  Use the first milking the first time you feed a weak 

newborn calf.  Remember they need to get colostrums within 12 hours of birth and preferably by 4 hours 

after birth.  Calves will need 1 to 2 quarts of warm (101ºF) colostrums. 

 

Source:  John Hall, Extension Animal Scientist, Beef, VA Tech 

Edited by: Gregory T.  Hicks 

 

Continued on page 4 
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Remember that a key attachment to any syringe is the needle.  Use the right needle for the 
job.  For products that allow a sub-cutaneous (Sub-Q) delivery, a 16 gauge by 3/4 or 5/8 inch 
needle is appropriate.  More importantly, keep a sharp needle on your syringe by changing 
needles every eight to ten injections.  Needles are meant to pierce through tissue.  Dull or 
blunted needles cause major tissue damage and can lead to injection site infections quickly.  
Above all, keep it clean - if it hits the dirt, change needles immediately. 

 

Depending on how you deliver you vaccines, antibiotics, 
and other syringe-able animal health products, here are 
a few tips to ensure youôre not undoing your good inten-
tions and animal health programs by causing an injection 
site infection or damaging the product. 

 

Source:  Jeff Carter, NFREC Beef Nutrition Specialist 

Edited by:  Gregory T. Hicks 

Clean only the exterior of multiple-
dose, or repeater syringes with 
warm soapy water and a brush - be 
careful not to force the soap inside. 

 

After each use, rinse internal com-
ponents of repeater syringes with 
hot (>160ºF) distilled water and let 
cool before next use. 

 

Store cleaned repeater syringe in a 
dust-free, dry environment like a 
dedicated tool-box, or even in a zip-
lock bag in the freezer.  

Use soaps, disinfectants, or 
other products that might leave 
residues harmful to vaccines on 
the inside of syringe barrels or 
other components. 

 

Use on repeater or other syringe 
for all products - using the same 
syringe to deliver certain IV and 
antimicrobial drugs can be lethal. 

 

Clean transfer needles with 
soaps or disinfectants - residues 
may kill modified - live vaccines 
and greatly reduce your pro-
gramôs success. 

Syringe Hygiene 

    Doôs         Donôts 

Continued from page 3 

 

http://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/EDISImagePage?imageID=1686327785&dlNumber=AN173&tag=FIGURE%202&credits=
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Marianna, Florida:  

Wheat Forage Performance, 2007 -2008  

                                                                                                          Dry Matter Yield  

 Harvest Date  Season Totals   Cold 

Brand-Variety 1-18-08 2-19-08 3-17-08 4-17-08 2008    2-Yr Avg Damage1 

                                                     --------------------------------------------- lb/acre -------------------------------------------- % 

Trical 2700* 465 627 793 1573 3458  0 

SS8641 382 175 582 2090 3228 4001 0 

Panola 38 183 778 2093 3092 3659 0 

Trical 342* 955 443 772 708 2878  5 

USG 3592 112 121 441 2097 2771 4229 0 

 

Trical 336* 0 316 1033 1368 2717  0 

Coker 9553 0 91 661 1947 2699  0 

AGS 2000 390 501 766 937 2594 3038 4 

SSMPV57 268 109 658 1494 2528   0 

LA98214D-14-1-2-B 382 443 670 989 2484   0 

 

Pioneer 26R61 189 336 780 1149 2454 2938 0 

Chesapeake 538 129 422 1051 2139 2667 1 

 

Average 372 289 696 1458 27542 3422 1 

LSD at 10% Level 163 179 N.S.3 454 N.S. N.S.  

Std. Err. of Entry Mean 68 75 154 190 394 235  

* Triticale varieties.  

1.  Rated as percent stand loss due to cold weather. 

2.  C.V. = 19.4%, and df for EMS = 30.  

3.  The F-test indicated no statistical difference at the alpha = 0.10 probability level; therefore a LSD value was not calculated. 

Bolding indicates entries yielding equal to highest yielding entry within a column based on Fisher's protected LSD (P = 0.10).  

Planted: October 26, 2007  

Seeding Rate: 27 seed/foot in 7" rows.  

Soil Type: Chipola loamy sand.  

Soil Test: P = Medium, K = Medium, and pH = 6.4.  

Fertilization: Preplant: 20 lb N, 40 lb P2O5, and 60 lb K2O/acre; 50 lb N/acre on 11-20-07; 90 lb/acre Kmag on 4-01-08.  

Topdress: 75 lb N/acre after 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th harvests.  

Management: Moldboard plowed and rototilled; Buctril and Harmony used for weed control.  

Previous Crop: Corn.  

Test conducted by J. Jones.  

Source:  UF/IFAS & UGA 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 

For more information on wheat varieties give us a call 

at 386-792-1276.  Allen 
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Tifton, Georgia:  

Wheat Forage Performance, 2007 -2008  

                                                                                                          Dry Matter Yield  

 Harvest Date  Season Totals  

Brand-Variety 1-07-08 2-04-08 2-29-08 3-25-08 2008 2-Yr Avg 

                                                                        ------------------------------------------ lb/acre ------------------------------------------  

USG 3592 2520 1520 2474 3363 9877 9533 

SS8641 2065 1529 2339 3215 9147 8797 

Trical 2700* 2666 1460 2170 2810 9105 8851 

Coker 9553 1568 1272 2413 3851 9104  

Panola 1311 1337 2683 3705 9037 8909 

 

Trical 336* 1904 1366 2317 3054 8640 8892 

LA98214D-14-1-2-B 1712 1355 2470 2605 8142  

AGS 2000 1858 1490 2470 2174 7992 7925 

SSMPV57 1477 937 2100 3441 7953  

Pioneer 26R61 1760 1385 2309 2243 7697 7762 

 

Chesapeake 1599 1002 2030 2892 7523 7830 

Trical 342* 2043 1176 1712 1852 6783 7499 

 

Average 1873 1319 2291 2934  8417 1 8444 

LSD at 10% Level 409 260 405 387 725 554 

Std. Err. of Entry Mean 171 109 169 162 303 234 

 

* Triticale varieties.  

1. C.V. = 7.2%, and df for EMS = 33.  

Bolding indicates entries yielding equal to highest yielding entry within a column based on Fisher's protected LSD (P = 0.10).  

Planted: October 25, 2007  

Seeding Rate: 27 seed/foot in 7" rows.  

Soil Type: Tifton loamy sand.  

Soil Test: P = Medium, K = Medium, and pH = 6.1.  

Fertilization: Preplant: 50 lb N, 50 lb P2O5, and 50 lb K2O/acre.  

Topdress: 50 lb N/acre after 1st, 2nd, and 3rd harvests.  

Management: Subsoiled and rototilled.  

Previous Crop: Small grain - oat.  

Test conducted by A. E. Coy, R. Brooke, and R. Jackson.  

Source:  UF/IFAS & UGA 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 

For more information on wheat varieties give us a call 

at 386-792-1276.  Allen 
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North Florida  

 Forage Update:  

New Winter Forages 

for Florida  

There are several new winter forages 

that have been recently released by the 

University of Florida.  Over the past num-

ber of years, UF/IFAS collaborated with 

University of Georgia and Louisiana State 

University to successfully develop new oat 

and rye varieties for the southeastern 

U.S. 

New to many winter pastures in Florida is 

Horizon 321 oats, Trophy oat and AGS 104 rye.  Horizon 201 oats have also entered line -up.  These new 

varieties were developed by the multi -disciplinary research team including Ron Barnett, Ann Blount, and 

Paul Pfahler from UF, Jerry Johnson, Barry Cunfer, David Buntin, and Dan Bland from UGA, and Steve 

Harrison for LSU.   

Oats   

Horizon 321 is a new winter oat that is an excellent variety for both grain and forage production.  It is 

a mid-season winter oat with good test weight and superior disease resistance.  It also has very good 

crown and stem rust resistance to the current races of these diseases.  Horizon 321 is several days 

later in maturity that Horizon 474, an excellent early maturing oat released several years ago by 

UF/IFAS.  Horizon 321 is marketed by Plantation Seeds in Newton, Georgia.  

Horizon 201  is a new winter oat variety that was co -developed by University of Florida (UF/IFAS) and 

Louisiana State University Agricultural Center (LSUAC).  It matures 2 days earlier than Horizon 321, 

and is similar in maturity to Horizon 270.  Horizon 201 is a little taller oat variety than Horizon 321 and 

Horizon 270.  It is an excellent forage oat because of its vigorous growth and aggressive tillering.  

Throughout field testing it was noted as having a high leaf to stem ratio and was considered a superior 

forage type with excellent grain and forage yield, and excellent crown rust resistance.  However, it is 

susceptible to stem rust.  In all, Horizon 201 has considerable potential for grain, forage, conservation 

tillage, and wildlife purposes in the southern U.S.  Horizon 201 is also marketed by Plantation Seeds in 

Newton, Georgia.  

Trophy  is a new winter oat cultivar that was co -developed by the Louisiana State University Agricultural 

Center (LSUAC) and the University of Florida (UF).  It has excellent grain yield and a very high test 

weight, so it may be harvested for grain, as well as grazed for forage.  Trophy oat would also be suitable 

for wildlife plantings.  It produces, on average, a little less forage than our best oat forage varieties.  

However it is a superior grain yielder and, when a dual purpose oat is desirable, Trophy is a very good 

choice.  It is a little earlier in maturity compared to Horizon 474 and Horizon 321.  Trophy has good 

straw strength and excellent crown rust and stem rust resistance (relative to typical disease pressure 

in GA, AL and FL).  It is considered to be an ideal variety for dual purpose grain and forage production 

Photo submitted by:  North FL Research & Education Center 

Continued on page 8 
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and is well adapted across the 

southern U.S. Trophy is mar-

keted by Terral Seed, Lake 

Providence, Louisiana. 

Rye 

AGS 104  is a new rye variety 

that performs very well for early 

season forage production.  It has 

good leaf disease resistance.  

This rye was developed from a 

recurrent selection program se-

lecting those plants that had 

high tillering, excellent forage 

production, improved disease re-

sistance, and good seed produc-

tion.  AGS 104 tends to grow a 

little slower initially in the fall 

than Florida 401 rye.  However it 

out -produces Wrens Abruzzi, 

one of our popular rye varieties, 

for early season forage produc-

tion, when many of us need criti-

cal grazing.  AGS 104 rye is mar-

keted by AGSouth Genetics, Inc 

of Albany, Ga.  

If you need additional informa-

tion on cool -season forages/small 

grains, feel free to give us a call 

at 386 -792 -1276. 

  

Source:   North Florida Research & 

Education Center -  Suwannee Valley  

       

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree  

Continued from page 7 

  

Website helps protect  

Florida Growers  

 
 &ÌÏÒÉÄÁȭÓ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅÒÓ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÎÅ× ÔÏÏÌ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ 
them quickly find out which agricultural dealers have claims 
filed against them.  A web site unveiled by Florida Department 
of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) enables the 
ÓÔÁÔÅȭÓ ÇÒÏ×ÅÒÓ ÔÏ ÖÉÅ× ÃÌÁÉÍÓ ÆÏÒ ÎÏÎ-payment that are cur-
rently filed against agricultural dealers, both licensed and unli-
censed. 

 FDACS is responsible for the licensing of dealers in agri-
cultural products.  Any person who is engaged within the state 
in the business of buying, receiving, soliciting, handling, or ne-
gotiating agricultural products from or for Florida producers, 
or their agents, must be licensed and bonded. 

  

 To view the list of dealers that have claims filed against 
them, visit the website                                                      

www.florida -griculture.com/marketing/licensing_claims.htm                
or call 850-922-0153. 

 

The records displayed constitute cases of alleged non-payment 
for agricultural products.  Liability has not been adjudicated. 

 

 

Source: Southeast Farm Press 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

999   

Notes From the  
County Agentõs Desk 

} The peanut crop in the county is the prettiest one Iõve seen since acreage was increased a few years ago.  Careless 
weed, also known as pigweed or amaranth, appears to be the weed some folks are still having the most trouble con-
trolling. 

} BASF (one of the largest pesticide companies in the world) recently stated that drought-tolerant field corn seeds it is 
developing with Monsanto (another one of the largest pesticide companies) will reach farmers in 2012 for planting the 
next year.  The president of BASF plant science also said that the plants, which began field trials this year, will limit 
yield reduction by as much as 30 percent in the U.S. and Europe.  It will be interesting to see how this òpansó out. 

} The 2007-2008 Cool Season Field Crop Variety Trial List is available at the Extension Office.  Call us at 386-792-1276, 
if you would like us to send you a copy. 

} As of this writing, some of the forestry carbon credits we recently put on the market have been sold.  The remaining 
credits should be sold by the end of the year.  The price was about $4.00 a credit.  If you would like more information 
about the recent transaction, feel free to ask me more about it. 

} USDA will soon implement the country-of-origin labeling (COOL) for meats (September 30th). 

} Florida restricted use pesticide license fees will increase effective September 1st.   
 Å Private applicator license fees will increase from $60.00 to $100.00 for a 4 year licensure period.   
 Å Public applicator license fees will increase from $60.00 to $100.00 for a 4 year licensure period.   
 Å Commercial applicator license fees will increase from $160.00 to $250.00 for a 4 year licensure period.   
 Å Dealer license fees will increase from $175.00 to $250.00 for a 1 year licensure period. 

} For poison information (from stinging insects, poisonous plants, or pesticides), remember that information is just a 
phone call away.  Call 1-800-222-1222.   

By:  Allen B. Tyree 

Snakes In Your Backyard 

Now is a good time for a reminder to all of us about knowing safe 
snakes from dangerous ones.  Check out this website for a wealth of 
information (includes photos) on snake species found in Florida.  
www.flmnh.ufl.edu/herpetology/FL-GUIDE/onlineguide.htm or 
On-line Guide to Snakes of Florida. 

Note also that snakes may move with changing habitat.  For example, where land is being cleared 
and new development is occurring, people in surrounding neighborhoods should be aware that these 
changes may occur.   
 
 
Source:  Safety News & Notes, UF/IFAS, June 2008 
Edited by:  Gregory T. Hicks 
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Does Your Pesticide 

Storage Facility  

Measure Up?  

Itõs one of those jobs that we say weõll get around to do-

ing on a rainy day - cleaning up and evaluating the pes-

ticide storage facility.  A little effort can save lots of fu-

ture work and headaches.  Anyone managing an agri-

cultural production firm that has had a FDACS (Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services) pes-

ticide use inspection understands that the storage com-

ponent of the inspection is straightforward.  

 

Basically, inspectors will check for 3 items:  

 

Are restricted use pesticides stored in a secure 
manner?  That is, are they kept under lock and key 

with signage indicating their presence.  

Are pesticides stored according to label directions? 
Are they labeled and their containers capped?  

Does the condition of the storage area appear not to 
injure or endanger water / humans / wildlife / live-

stock / crops?  

 

There are several things that can also be done to im-

prove the logistics of the facility.  

 

 

A facility designated as a òpesticide storage fa-

cilityó should be just that - only containers hold-

ing pesticides.  Paint, solvents, fuels, lubricants, 

PPE, tools, equipment, food, feed, medicines, 

clothing, and all other such articles belong 

somewhere else.  

 

Materials and cleaning supplies for the facility .  

Does the facility have a spill kit?  Accidents, 

large and small, donõt keep calendars and 

clocks.  The yare a potential to happen at any 

facility at any time.  Spill kits are relatively sim-

ple, and contain such items including a shovel, 

broo, dust pan, absorbent materials and a haz-

ardous materials -rated drum.  Many of these 

items can be held in a 5 -gallon drum.  

 

Post an Emergency Contact List .  When and if an 

accident occurs, will you know who to contact?  

An emergency contact list can be made and 

posted at the facility.  

 

Materials used for keeping storage facility re-

cords .  Ask yourself if you can remember when 

the product arrived at the facility.  If the arrival 

date is not labeled on the container or package, 

often you will not know.  A notebook that list the 

inventory by product and arrival date is a great 

and easy way to track what comes in and out of 

the facility.   

 

If itõs not a pesti-

cide or one of 

those materials 

mentioned, then it 

belongs some-

where else.  You 

donõt have to wait 

for the rainy day, 

or worse - an acci-

dent, to inspect 

and make any up-

grades to the fa-

cility.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Dr. Fred Fishel, UF/IFAS  

 

Edited by:  Allen B. Tyree  


