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Happy February everyone!
So...this month is supposed to be
full of love which usually
equates to lots of red and pink;
why not this year fill it with lots
of GREEN and WHITE!!! We
are working very hard to come
up with activities to celebrate
the Florida 4-H Centennial; be
sure to see page two and the
information on our upcoming
Father Daughter 4-H Centen-
nial Ball. Also in this issue,
Suwannee Tri-County Fair
(coming up soon!), County
Events details, Role Models
Today Writing Contest and in-
formation about the science fair
we are planning!

Green in Hamilton County

Just a little reminder, camp is
coming up in just a few months
and soon there will be registration

packets and all the other fun infor-

mation that goes along with camp!
Be sure to start building up your
piggy bank as camp rates will
increase slightly this year...but
with extra time it shouldn’t be a
problem!

We are trying to raise the aware-
ness of people in Hamilton County
about our 4-H programs. In an
effort to celebrate the Florida 4-H
Centennial we are asking every-
one to wear green on the 4th day
of each month.

February 2009

If you ever have any questions about
the activities planned or things going
on in 4-H ask your club leader. You
can also call our office at (386)792-
1276.

Sincerely,

At Y e

Heather M. Futch
4-H/ FCS Agent
Hamilton County
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Suwannee Tri-County Fair 4-H Exhibits

4-H youth may enter projects into the Suwannee County Fair with entries in a
variety of different categories. Entries must be from a currently enrolled 4-H mem-
ber, ages 8-18 and may exhibit articles that he/she has made, grown, or prepared.
4-H Cloverbuds , ages 5-7, may enter articles for participation ribbons. The follow-
ing categories are available: Clothing, Household Arts, Horticulture, Woodworking,
Photography, and Poster Art. You may view a full listing of the categories below or
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Quilting Writing Contest
Decorative Pillow
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Holiday Crafts to Do at County

Diorama

Events!?
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go online to http://www.suwanneecountyfair.org/book.htm and download the pre- ]%irclgqut . Science Fair
mium book. Entries are due March 27th 9am-3pm at the Suwannee Fair Grounds. Can dl(le)s g
POSTER ART Coramivs
People Crocheted Articles
Animal WOODWORKING Needle Work CLOTHING
HORTICULTURE  What 4-H Means to Me Coping Saw Project Painted Items Apron
Non-Flowering House My 4-H Project Nail Point Design Knitted Articles Scarf )
Plants Buildings Letter Hold'er Drawings/Paintings Doll Clothing
Flowering House Landscape Wood Burning Weaving Vest, Cape
Plants Bulletin Board Note Holder ' Center Pieces Skirt
Cactus/Succulents Educational Display Household Wood Artlcles Jewelry Blouse
Hanging Basket Miscellane- Outdgor Wood Articles Wreaths Dress/Jumper
Terrariums ous PHOTOGRAPHY  [urniture ) Collections Pants/Shorts
Dish Gardens People CI:eatlve Wood Project Baskets Jurpp Suit )
Cut Flowers Animal Miscellaneous Silk Flowers Child’s Clothing (0-6 years)
Container Vegetable Landscape/Cityscape Paper Art Coat/qacket
Harvested Vegetables Photo Story/Series Sketching Evening W ear
Vegetable Seed Collection Favorite Photo Plastic Grid Accessories .(Tles, etc.)
Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Miscellaneous Other Clothing Items

Miscellaneous
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The Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences (IFAS) is an Equal Opportunity Institution authorized to provide research, educational information, and other
services only to individuals and institutions that function with non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orienta-
tion, marital status, national origin, political opinions, or affiliations. U.S. Department of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service, University of Florida, IFAS,
Florida A&M University Cooperative Extension Program, and Boards of County Commissioners Cooperating.


http://www.suwanneecountyfair.org/book.htm

County/District Events

District Events will be held in May this year. I know this seems 4_H

far away, but it will be here before you know it. District Events is

where 4-Hers from all over the district will get together to com- E N T
pete for awards. Start planning now for something to do. You can E S
give a speech, give a demonstration or illustrated talk, be in

share-the-fun (talent competition), or be in the fashion show. If
you need ideas of help preparing, call the extension office...we’re here to help!

Taylor County will host District Events this year. Senior 4-Hers who win at District Events will go to the
state competition at the University of Florida during 4-H Congress. We will hold practice sessions on
the afternoons of March 23-26 from 3pm to 5pm. To sign up for county events call our office at (386) 792-
1276. You will need to choose a day to practice and be able to attend the May District Events.

Role Models Today Writing Contest

Enter now for the 2009 Role Models Today Writing Contest
Submission Deadline is March 16, 2009. Students in Grades 9-12 are eligible.

To enter the RMT Writing Contest all you have to do is submit an essay on the theme: “One of the most
important issues facing the nation in the news today.” Professionals from St Petersburg Times and the
University of South Florida will be judging each entry. So, start thinking and writing, fill out the re-
quired entry form and submit both your essay and entry form by March 16, 2009. Its that simple! Don’t
forget to read the contest rules and get your entry form by visiting www.rolemodesltoday.org.

Father Daughter 4-H Centennial Ball
Location: Jasper Women’s Club
Date: March 28th, 2009
Cost: $7.00 Each or $10.00 per Couple
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How do | know what to do at County or District Events?!

4-H Public Speaking
4-H Public Speaking Contest 4-Hers the opportunity to prepare and deliver a prepare public presentation. This
contest requires youth to organize and present information on a 4-H related topic of their choice and helps them
develop poise and confidence in front of an audience.

Guidelines:

Speeches must be the original work of the 4-H member. The entire speech does not have to be about 4-H, but 4-H
and its relationship to the topic must be mentioned at some point during the speech. Speeches will be judged by age
division: Junior (8-10 years old), Intermediate (11-13 years old), and Senior (14-18 years
old). Speeches by juniors and intermediates must be between 3-7 minutes long; senior
speeches must be 5-7 minutes long. Three typed, double spaced copies of the speech
(including topic, name, age, date, and county on the front page) must be submitted to the
4-H office at least one week prior to the county/district competition. Previous 1st place
Public Speaking winners at state are not eligible to compete in this event. Participants
may refine their speeches between district and state competition, but the content should
not change dramatically. During judging, parents may observe, but will not be allowed to
speak with 4-Hers.

4-H Poster Art Contest
The 4-H Poster Art Contest gives 4-Hers an opportunity to use the visual medium of poster art to promote public
understanding and support of the 4-H program. The theme for poster art is “Florida Centennial Celebration.”

Guidelines:

All poster entries must be the original work of the 4-H member. Posters must be designed on or affixed to poster
board that is no larger than 14’X22’. Posters may be horizontal or vertical. Posters may be produced using any me-
dium (such as watercolor, crayon, ink, acrylic, charcoal, oils, collage) providing that they are not three-dimensional.
Posters using copyrighted material (such as Snoopy, Garfield, etc) will be disqualified, unless proof of permission
is furnished. Posters using computer assistance to create components of the poster or the poster itself should affix a
statement of one paragraph explaining how the computer assistance affected the poster’s composition and visual
presentation (failure to do so will result in disqualification). Youth’s name, age, county, division and class must be
clearly printed on the back of ALL submitted materials. Fill out and securely attach the Florida 4-H Poster Contest
Certification Statement on the back of the photo mount. This form can be found at: http:/florida4h.org/events/
photo_contest/files/Poster Certification Statement.pdf.

Hamilton County 4-H Science Fair— April 6th

Hamilton County 4-H will be holding a Science Fair on April 6th at the Hamilton County Extension Office. Hamil-
ton 4-H Clubs will possibly be competing with Suwannee and Madison County 4-H clubs as well .

‘@\b Youth will need to complete a science project using the scientific method. They will need to

use a tri-fold display board to display the steps of their experiment and should use any
\ SUE’UCE FAIR ’ pictures necessary to explain their project. Entries should be creative, while still display-
\ . . . e
’ ing each step of the scientific method.

Projects should be dropped off between 8AM and Noon on April 6th at the Hamilton
County Extension Office or turned into your club leader for delivery. Projects will be

N J(\ / : ‘«\ judged and an awards assembly will be held that evening at 6:30PM at the Hamilton
\ ; & County Extension Conference Room.
1=[~~—— o | B N
- Look for your registration form in the March edition of Living Green in Hamilton County.
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How do | know what to do at County or District Events?! Continued...

4-H Demonstrations and lllustrated Talks
4-H Demonstrations and [llustrated Talks help youth prepare and deliver a presentation using visual aids such as posters, props, or a Power-
Point presentation.

Guidelines:

No living vertebrates may be used in the presentation. Presentations must be 3-12 minutes for juniors and intermediates; 5-12 minutes for sen-
iors. Presentations can be done by an individual 4-H member or by a team of 2 4-H members. Presentations can be improved between county,
district, and state competitions but the content should not dramatically change. During judging, parents may observe, but will not be allowed to
speak with 4-Hers. Presentations will be judged by age division: Junior (8-10 years old), Intermediate (11-13 years old), and Senior (14-18 years
old). Presentations should fall within one of the following project categories. Descriptions of these categories can be found in the 4-H Awards
and Activity Handbook: http:/florida4h.org/events/files/2008-2010 Events And Activities Handbook low.pdf. Animal Science, Civic and Lead-
ership Development, Communication and Expressive Arts, Environmental Education, Family and Consumer Science, Workforce Prep and Ca-
reer Development, Healthy Lifestyles (includes food prep and safety), Plant Sciences, Science and Technology.

4-H Photo Contest

4-H Photo Contest provides a showcase for 4-H members’ photographic accomplishments. Winning photographs are displayed for public view
with the intent of increasing public awareness and understanding of the 4-H program.

Guidelines:

A 4-Her may submit only ONE entry in the Photo Contest. Category divisions: Division 1: Class A (Color OR Black and White Single Print);
Class B (Color OR Black and White Series Prints). Division 2: Class A (Digital Photo, Single Print); Class B (Digital Photo, Series up to 10
prints); Class C: (Creative Digital Photo, Single Image); Class D (Creative Digital Photo, Series of up to 10 images that tell a story) Age divi-
sions: Junior (8-10 years old), Intermediate (11-13 years old), and Seniors (14-18 years old). Only prints may be submitted for the exhibit. All
entries to be judged must have the negatives attached. Digital photos should be entered only in division 2. All Division 2 entries should include
a print and an electronic jpeg file of the image, formatted for a PC and placed on a CD or DVD. Division 2 entries must fill out a statement on
the certification forma about electronic manipulation of the image, and include all steps used to change photo. Film cartridge such as Advantix
photos should securely attach a copy of the index print and the film cartridge sufficing for the negative. The number on the index print should
match the number on the film cartridge. These should be entered in Division 1, class A or B. Youth’s name, age, county, division and class must
be clearly printed on the back of ALL submitted materials. Pictures should depict activities typical of those in which 4-H members and their
friends would likely participate. Photos with inappropriate material will be disqualified. All photo prints (single and series) must be mounted
on a mat or foam core. No other mounted materials (such as glass, wood, plastic, metal, etc) will be considered. DO NOT SEND PHOTOS IN A
GLASS OR PLEXIGLASS FRAME. Maximum size for a single photo is 8°X10”, not including mounting; 12”X14” with mounting. Maximum size
for the mounted series is 16”X20”. Fill out and securely attach the Florida 4-H Photography Exhibit Certification Statement on the back of the
photo mount. This form can be found at: http:/florida4h.org/events/photo_contest/files/FL.4-HPhotoCertificationStatement.pdf.

Share the Fun

4-H Share the Fun Talent Show gives 4-Hers the opportunity to develop and share their talents. This event is designed to enhance appreciation
of talent, leadership, confidence, and wholesome recreation.

Guidelines:

Acts can be presented by an individual or in a team of up to 5 members. Acts should be between 3-5 minutes in length. Acts will be judged by
age division: Junior (8-10 years old), Intermediate (11-13 years old), and Senior (14-18 years old). Acts should fall within one of the following
classifications: vocal, instrumental, dance, dramatic/novelty or general. No live animals may be part of the act. During judging, parents may
observe, but will not be allowed to speak with 4-Hers.

4-H Fashion Review
This event helps 4-Hers plan, select, or construct clothing for different occasions. Members can build self confidence and poise through develop-
ing an understanding of self through: 1. Designing and creating an article of clothing which will complement them and express their personal-
ity, or 2. Demonstrate skills in consumer decision-making as they select becoming choices for their clothing needs.

Guidelines:

There are 2 contest divisions: Clothing Construction and Clothing Selection. There are 5 contest categories: Active Sports Wear, School Wear,
Special Occasion (dressy), My Choice (costumes, western wear, or garments that do not fit in the other categories), and Dress for Work
(business/professional wear). NOTE: Dress for Work is open to senior 4-Hers only. No swim wear is permitted. There are three portions of this
contest: Garment Evaluation, Modeling and Presentation, and Skill a Thon. Member and Leader guides to help you prepare for the skill-a-thon
are available at: Beginners (8-10 years old) http:/florida4h.org/projects/fcs/clothing/files/Beginners.pdf. Intermediates (11-13 years old) http://
florida4h.org/projects/fcs/clothing/files/Intermediates.pdf. Seniors (14-18 years old) http:/florida4h.org/projects/fcs/clothing/files/seniors.pdf.
Leader’s Guide http:/florida4h.org/projects/fcs/clothing/files/LeadersGuide.pdf.
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